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2.00PM WAGNER’S BIRTHDAY CONCERT WITH WARWICK FYFE AND LEE ABRAHMSEN AND GLEN AMER

SUNDAY 24 MAY AT MOSMAN ART GALLERY

PROGRAMME
Wagner: Tatest du’s 
wirklich? (Tristan und Isolde) 
Warwick
Wagner: Du bist der Lenz 
(Die Walküre) Lee
William G. James: Six 
Australian Bush Songs 
Warwick
Wagner: Liebestod 
(Tristan und Isolde) Lee

Interval

Wagner: Heda, heda hedo 
(Das Rheingold) Warwick
Verdi: Ecco l’orrido campo 
(Un Ballo in Maschera) Lee
Wagner: Die Frist ist um 
(Der fliegende Holländer) 
Warwick
Percy Grainger: The Sprig of 
Thyme; The Power of Love; 
Willow Lee
Wagner: Dich Teure Halle! 
(Tannhäuser) Lee
Wagner: Der fliegende 
Holländer duet Lee & 
Warwick
R Strauss: Und du wirst mein 
Gebieter sein (Arabella)

This was a vintage WSNSW Wagner birthday concert – two wonderful singers at the top of their game 
and with great chemistry; a very accomplished pianist; a dramatic, but also whimsical, choice of 
repertoire: an enthusiastic audience; plus lots of celebratory bubbles and delicious cake.

Glen Amer and Warwick Fyfe Lee Abrahmsen

Barbara de Rome with her ‘Rheingold’ cake

7.30PM SHAUMET MUSIC PRESENTED A CONCERT PERFORMANCE OF JONATHAN DOVE’S DAS RHEINGOLD REDUCTION

Shaumet Music must 
be congratulated 
on bringing Sydney 
a remarkable Das 
Rheingold. The small 
band of musicians 
produced a very 
lively quality and 
volume of sound, 
enthusiastically 
conducted by Toby 
Wong. Despite 
the lack of sets or 
props, this was 
a fully acted performance, not a 
concert performance. The singers were 
uniformly good, engaging with each 
other and the large audience (confined 
to the stalls), which gave them a rousing 
acclamation. 

FRIDAY 24 APRIL IN THE CITY RECITAL HALL

Music Director & Conductor 
Toby Wong
Artistic Directors 
Dr Anke Hoeppner-Ryan, 
Barry Ryan OAM
Producer Aleta Shang
Wotan Shane Lowrencev
Albrecht Dr Simon Lobelson
Fricka Livia Brash
Freia Aleta Shang
Loge Raphael Hudson
Donner 
Bernard Leong-Lokman 
Erda Jill Sullivan
Fasolt Tristan Entwistle
Fafner Charles Cole
Woglinde Camilla Wright
Wellgunde Katrina Waters 
Flosshilde Angelique Tot

The evening started with David Larkin giving a pre-
performance talk. The City Recital Hall generously 
allowed WSNSW the use of a desk in the foyer, where we 
provided information about the society. Many members 
were in attendance. The Society sponsored the hiring and 
licensing of the score.

Note on WSNSW Facebook page from WSNSW supported singer, Chris Curcuruto
Despite reduction in length and orchestral force, the Dove reductions are arguably harder to sing owing to the pacing. Wagner’s operas 
are long but well-conceived from a vocal perspective. Yes, the orchestra is large, but unlike Verdi, Wagner makes space for the singer 
rather than having them holler over the top. The swell of the orchestra followed by the emergence of the voice creates an impression 
of size without necessitating super human resonance (beyond being a true Wagnerian voice in the first place). I covered Hunding in a 
Dove Walküre in 2019 and saw the toll cutting swathes of instrumental interludes took on the singers. It felt like Wotan just sang acts two 
and three back to back without orchestral relief. Abridged versions can be fantastic and can make otherwise ambitious operas more 
achievable for smaller companies/voices/budgets/venues etc. However, I question the vocal wisdom behind these reductions. All of 
that said, congratulations to this group for successfully performing it!


