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R E P O R T S  O N  R E C E N T  M E E T I N G S

SUNDAY 26 FEBRUARY AT THE GOETHE INSTITUT

12.00 DVD GLOBAL WAGNER – FROM BAYREUTH TO THE WORLD
Members agreed that this documentary by Axel Brüggemann flowed with effortless authenticity, and always with an engaging 
lightness of touch and an unexpected diversity of scenery and personal observation from the colourful characters included.

Because of changes to rehearsal schedules, we were unable to 
have a live Zoom conversation as planned so instead we showed 
a recording made a week earlier in Melbourne of a conversation 
with Maestro Anthony Negus, Conductor and Musical Director 

2.00 SPECIAL ZOOM CONVERSATION
of the Melbourne Opera Ring and his wife, Carmen Jakobi, 
chief German language coach for the Ring, and Miki Oikawa, 
president of the Richard Wagner Society of Victoria, moderated 
by Robert MacFarlane, who will play Mime in the Ring.

Wagner Society NSW patron Simone Young AM has 
earned many accolades across her dazzling 30-year music 
career. All have been hard won. Released in February 
2023 the documentary Knowing the Score gets up-close 
and personal with Simone in an engaging, luscious music 
documentary revealing two key themes; the long struggle 
for gender parity in the high art of classical music and the 
heart-breaking struggle for artists to be valued in times of 
crisis, or sometimes even at all.

Though one of the world’s great contemporary 
conductors, Simone’s work continues to be viewed 
through a gender lens. Simone is the first woman to be 
appointed Chief Conductor of The Sydney Symphony 
Orchestra in all its 90-year history, a post she took up in 
2022. The fact of being a woman still plagues her.

Though Simone has personally overcome many obstacles 
she remains an outlier. Prejudices and traditions that 
should be obsolete still dominate her profession. 
Recently Simone has been concerned with a bigger threat 
to her industry. During the COVID-19 lockdowns she 
and thousands of her colleagues in Australia and around 

the world were abandoned by policies that undermine 
the essential place of Art in our lives.

“We are grieving for something that we may have lost 
forever. We are grieving for careers that might be finished 
as we knew them. We are dealing with having to reassess 
our own roles in the world”

The cultural and creative sectors were decimated by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. So, what is the role of the artist in 
today’s world? Simone laments, “Do we matter?”

Knowing the Score advocates through passionate 
testimony and excellence in performance the importance 
of arts and culture to not only entertain but to transform 
human adversity. Now more than ever we need to discuss 
the role of artists towards a thriving democracy and social 
well-being. Knowing the Score is a documentary for our 
times.

Director Janine Hosking Simon Target Writer Janine 
Hosking Producer Margie Bryant Executive Producers 
Cate Blanchett Mitzi Goldman Jonathan Page Dir. of 
Photography Simon Target Editor Christopher Mill


