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COMI NG EVENTS 

SUNDAY,  DECEMBER 13t h .  

 

Goet he I nst i t ut e 

 

2 . 30 -  6 . 00pm 
Chr i st mas Par t y 

 

f or  3 . 00pm 

MONDAY,  JANUARY 4t h 

 

" Most l y Mozar t "  -  WAGNER Concer t  
S . O. S.  conduct ed by St uar t  Chal l ender  

T TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY 16t h 

 

' Concer t  Hal l .  Oper a House 

 

8 . 00pm 
FRI DAY,  FEBRUARY 19t h 

 

" TURANDOT"  -  G.  Pucci ni  

FRI DAY FEBRUARY 26t h 

 

OPERA THEATRE, '  

 

_ 7 . 30pm 
" SALOME -  R.  St r auss 

T Booki ng i nf or mat i on,  see i nsi de .  

COMMI TTEE 

Pr esi dent  Ri char d Ki ng 358 1919 

Vi ce Pr esi dent  Janet  Wayl and 332 3926 
& Edi t or  

Secr et ar y Judi t h Fer f ogl i a 938 2030 

Tr easur er  Joseph Fer f ogl i a 938 2030 

I mmedi at e Dr  Leonar d Hansen 27 2969 ,  ( B)  
Past  Pr esi dent  326 1793 .  ( H)  

Co- Edi t or  Jessi e Ander son 449 8801 

Commi t t ee Ol i ve Coonan 33 4092 : (  )  
387 6403 ( H)  

Mur r ay Smi t h 358 2763 
Kei t h Ander son 449 8801 

Funct i ons Dr  Leonar d Hansen 326 1" 793 
Sub- Commi t t ee : Ol i ve Coonan 387 6403 

Kei t h Ander son 449 8801 
Jessi e Ander son 449 8801 
Mi chel  Ar noul d 326 1793 



Our  Annual  Di nner  at  t he Menzi es Hot el  -  a f east  of  good f ood -  gr eat  at mospher e 
and our  r emar kabl e good f or t une i n acqui r i ng at  t he l ast  mi nut e,  a r epl acement  
guest  of  honour  f or  Al ber t o Remedi os who was i ndi sposed .  Al l  agr eed t hat  Sandr a 
Hahn was magni f i ci ent  and t he eveni ng t ur ned out  t o be one of  t he most  convi vi al  of  
al l  our  annual  di nner s:  

Lucki l y we i mmedi at el y r e- booked t he Menzi es Bal l r oom f or  ' 88 as we have now f ound 
t he ent i r e year  i s.  al most  booked out  f or  such venues t hr oughout  Sydney! !  

A " super "  sur pr i se guest  has al r eady accept ed our  i nvi t at i on and 1988 pr omi ses even 
mor e goodi es t han ' 87 .  

Come t o t he Chr i st mas Par t y at  t he Goet he I nst i t ut e as we wi l l  have pr epar ed a 
det ai l ed l i st  f or  your  di ar i es .  I nt er est i ng ent er t ai nment  has been or gani sed -  gr eat  
f ood -  f i ne wi ne and pur e j ui ces and,  of  cour se,  f el l ow Wagner i ans .  

A ver y ;  good Chr i st mas t o you al l  and a heal t hy,  happy and pr osper ous 1988.  

CHRI STMAS PARTY 

You ar e al l  i nvi t ed t o what  has r api dl y become our  t r adi t i onal  Chr i st mas Par t y and 
i f  you wi sh t o br i ng a f r i end pl ease do .  Just  l et  us know by r i ngi ng ei t her  of  t hese 
number s .  

 

332 3926 -  449 8801 - - 938 2030 .  

Admi ssi on i s f r ee,  of  cour se,  but  we' r e hopi ng you wi l l  t ake a chance i n a r af f l e 
t o wi n ei t her  a l ar ge Chr i st mas cake,  or  some excel l ent  Chr i st mas wi nes and f r ui t .  

TURANDOT 

A CHRI STMAS MESSAGE FROM THE PRESI DENT 

1987 has been a year  packed wi t h mar vel ous event s and I  can say wi t h pr i de t hat  
I  - t hi nk al l  member s can be pr oud of  t he commi t t ee' s r esponsi bi l i t i es and t he pr of -
essi onal  way,  t hese have been car r i ed out .  

3 .  

The act ual  t i me i s 2 . 30 f or  3 . 00 pm ( not  bef or e 2. 30 pl ease)  but  i f  you have ot her  
commi t ment s and woul d l i ke t o dr op i n dur i ng t he af t er noon you wi l l  be made most  
wel come.  

We ar e hopi ng t o show some vi deo f i l ms of -  par t i cul ar  i nt er est  t oo .  So do come .  

-  00000000 -  

The Fest i val  of  Sydney uni t es wi t h Aust r al i an Oper a and t he Sydney Symphony Or ch-
est r a t o gi ve t wo concer t  per f or mances of  Pucci ni ' s " Tur andot "  on Febr uar y 16t h and 
19t h i n t he Concer t  Hal l  of  t he Oper a House as par t  of  t he 1988 Bi cent enni al  Fest i v-
al .  

I n t he t i t l e r ol e f or  whi ch she has ear ned much accl ai m,  Ri t a Hunt er  st ar s as t he cr uel  
East er n Pr i ncess who sl ays t hose who l ove her . .  Kennet h Col l i ns i s cast  as Cal af  
and Joan Car den as Li u .  
We have been unabl e t o gai n bl ock concessi ons but  booki ngs can be made t hr ough 
ei t her :  

 

Fest i val  Phone Booki ngs 

 

-  266 4820 

 

or  
t he usual  t i cket  agent s 

 

or  
Oper a House Box Of f i ce 

 

-  20 525 

-  00000000 -  

The hi ghl i ght  was undoubt edl y t he Semi nar  on " Lohengr i n"  at  t he Goet he I nst i t ue 
dur i ng August .  Those who at t ended have al l  agr eed i t  was a gr eat  success .  The 
pr oduct i on of  t he oper a by Aust r al i an Oper a was super b and coul d be gi ven pr i de of  
pl ace i n any of  t he wor l d' s gr eat  houses .  



SALOME.  Wi t hi n a week we have t wo compel l i ng oper at i c event s,  and we ar e del i ght -
ed t o announce t hat  we have been abl e t o acqui r e 50 A Reser ve and 10 B Reser ve 
t i cket s t o hear  ( and see)  Mar i l yn Schau as a " Spel l bi ndi ng"  Sal ome .  Rober t  Al l man 
( Jokanaan) ,  Rober t  Gar d ( Her od)  and Lesl ey St ender  ( Her odi as)  combi ne i n an i nt en-
sel y dr amat i c per f or mance di r ect ed by El ke Nei dhar dt ,  whose " Lohengr i n"  l i ves on i n 
our  memor y,  and conduct ed appr opr i at el y by t he dynami c St uar t  Chal l ender .  

See back pages f or  t i cket s appl i cat i on f or m 

As we go t o pr ess f i r m dat es f or  some event s ar e unavai l abl e but  we can gi ve you 
t hi s cat al ogue t o cont empl at e.  

We i nt end t o have an out l i ne of  cal endar  ( wi t h dat es)  t o hand out  at  t he Chr i st mas 
Par t y .  

The unabr i dged ver si on of  t he Ri char d Bur t on f i l m of  Wagner ' s l i f e.  

The Annual  Di nner  May 13t h .  

PROPOSED CALENDAR of  EVENTS f or  1988 

The Whol e Ri ng on C. D.  begi nni ng i n May .  

Semi nar  on Di e Mei st er si nger s concl udi ng`  wi t h a r ecept i on f or  Si r  Char l es Macker r as .  

Per f or mances of  Di e Mei st er si nger s ar e on:  
Sat ur day Sept ember  24t h 
Sat ur day Oct ober  

 

1st .  
Fr i day Oct ober  14t h .  
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BAYREUTH f or  1988 

Appl i cat i ons ar e now cl osed f or  t he Bal l ot  f or  t he 1988 Fest i val .  

The Bal l ot  wi l l  be hel d on Fr i day Januar y 15t h,  1988 at  3 . 00 pm.  at  141 Dowl i ng St .  
Wool oomool oo .  Al l  Successf ul  member s wi l l  be not i f i ed .  

BAYREUTH SCHOLARSHI P WI NNER 

Our  Congr at ul at i ons t o John Wegner ,  t he wi nner  of  t he 1987 Bayr eut h Schol ar shi p!  
We spoke t o hi m on t he day of  hi s depar t ur e f or  a t i ght l y packed mout h of  vocal  
coachi ng,  vi si t i ng as many oper a houses as - possi bl e and '  seei ng some oper as .  
Si gni f i cant l y, '  Mi chael  Ham pe' s' pr oduct i on of  "  Mei st er si nger s"  i n Fr ankf ur t  hol ds a 
pr omi nent  pl ace i n hi s pl ans .  John wi l l  be si ngi ng i n t hat  oper a her e i n 1988.  
Whi l st  i n Fr ankf ur t  t her e wi l l  be coachi ng f r om Fr au Hagenau of  Fr ankf ur t  Oper a and 
addi t i onal  coachi ng at  Col ogne oper a.  Af t er  seei ng " Tannhauser "  at  Col ogne,  he i s hop-
i ng t o make hi s f i r st  vi si t  t o Bayr eut h t o see t he Oper a House and get  t he f eel  of  
Bayr eut h,  and af t er  hi s r et ur n on December  1st ,  we' r e hopi ng t o hear  some of  hi s 
i mpr essi ons .  

-  0000o000 -  
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" L' ANNEAU du NI BELUNG"  at  ORANGE 1988 
5 .  

Ther e ar e goi ng t o be many RI NGS i n Eur ope i n 1988,  and we have t o hand some de-
t ai l s of  t he Fest i val  of  Or ange' s Ri ng t o pass on .  I t  wi l l  be conduct ed by Mar ek 
Janowski  and i ncl udes i n t he cast  Eva Mar t on,  Hannah Schwar t z,  Si mon Est es and 
Her man Becht .  
Dat es -  Jul y 9,  16,  23,  30.  1988 .  

I t  i s t o be per f or med i n Par i s'  i n Mar ch/ Apr i l  and t hen goi ng on t our ,  i ncl udi ng 
ORANGE i n Jul y .  We have sent  f or  appl i cat i on f or ms and wi l l  keep you i nf or med or  
per haps you coul d t el ephone us ear l y i n t he New Year  i f  you ar e anxi ous t o i ncl ude 
even a si ngl e oper a i n your  t r avel  pl ans .  

-  00000000 -  

LOHENGRI N BY THE AUSTRALI AN OPERA.  

 

Kei t h Ander son 

Ever yone who at t ended any of  t he per f or mances of  Lohengr i n dur i ng t he 1987 season 
seem t o,  be unani mous i n t hei r  pr ai se of  t he hi gh st andar d achi eved .  

 

I n t he past ,  
whi l e expr essi ng gr at i t ude t hat  Wagner  oper as had even'  been i ncl uded i n t he pr ogr  
amme,  t her e al ways seemed t o be some aspect  t hat  was l ess t han accept abl e .  

 

Thi s 
t i me,  t hough,  t he A. D.  " got  i t  r i ght " .  Of  par t i cul ar  pl easur es wer e :  

1 .  

 

Vi sual  i mpact .  

 

The t r ansf er :  of  t he pr oduct i on f r om Mel bour ne t o Sydney was 
ext r emel y successf ul . -  and t hough backst age t he smal l er  ar ea may have cr eat ed pr o-
bl ems,  i t  was not  obvi ous t o t hose of  us out - f r ont .  

2 .  

 

The si ngi ng .  

 

How wonder f ul  i t  was t o hear  t he Hel dent enor  voi ce of  Hor st  
Hof f man f i l l i ng t he t heat r e i n hi s nat i ve l anguage,  t he t ender  si ngi ng of  Mar i l yn 
Ri char dson whose El sa was ver y f r agi l e -  l ooki ng,  but  had a much mor e " def i ni t e'  
per sonal i t y t han we have seen bef or e,  t he st r engt h of  Rober t  Al l man,  St el l a Axar l i s,  
Donal d Shanks and Geof f r ey Char d.  

3 . :  

 

The ; Chor us.  

 

They gave us a t hr i l l i ng ver si on of  Wagner ' s scor e r equi r i ng 
t he l ar gest  amount  of  chor us wor k .  

4 .  

 

The,  Or chest r a.  

 

Last  but  not  l east  i t  i s sat i sf yi ng t o be abl e t o appl aud t he 
or chest r a and i t s conduct or  St uar t  Chal l ender  whose unt i r i ng ef f or t s made up f or  
al l  t hose t i mes when we wer e f or ced t o be cr i t i cal .  

We l ook f or war d t o Di e Mei st er si nger s i n 1988 wi t h eager  ant i ci pat i on .  

Appr oxi mat el y 90 peopl e gat her ed i n t he, . Nor t her n Foyer  af t er  t he l ast  per f or mance 
t o t hank.  t he cast  and management .  

 

As a Soci et y we wer e ver y pr oud t o be a supp-
or t er  of  t hi s spl endi d pr oduct i on .  The publ i ci t y we r ecei ved t hr ough t he page 
i ncl uded i n t he pr ogr amme has i ncr eased our  member shi p and wi l l  enabl e us t o 
cont i nue gi vi ng suppor t  t o t he per f or mance of  Wager i an Oper a .  
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V. S. O' S NEW " DUTCHMAN"  

 

Ol i ve Coonan 

On Fr i day,  13t h November ,  a par t y of  15 N. S. W.  Wagner  Soci et y Member s went  t o 
Mel bour ne t o see " The Fl yi ng Dut chman" .  Many Thanks t o Susan Li nge of  t he V. S. O.  
f or  excel l ent  seat s and al so t o t he Di r ect or s f or  i ssui ng us wi t h an i nvi t i at i on f or  
dr i nks at  i nt er val .  

Thi s : per f or mance of  t he " Dut chman"  i s a Wor l d pr emi er e of  t he onl y aut ogr aphed 1841 
ver si on,  wi t h Mal col m Donnel l y as t he Dut chman,  Mar i l yn Ri char dson as Sent a,  
Al ber t o - Remedi os as Geor g ( a . k . a .  Er i c ) ,  Connel l  Byr ne as t he St eer sman and 
I r ene Waugh as- Sent a' s nur se,  Mar y .  



I  per sonal l y,  have not  seen many per f or mances of  " The Fl yi ng Dut chman"  but  t hought  
t hi s pr oduct i on l acked a l i t t l e i n i t s i mpact  on t he audi ence,  and di d not  use t hei r  
l ar ge st age t o i t s maxi mum.  capaci t y .  

 

The or chest r a,  

 

under  t he conduct i ng of  
Ri char d Di val l ,  was excel l ent .  

I n t he end Sent a commi t s sui ci de by el ect r ocut i ng her sel f  whi ch r equi r es a gr eat  
st r et ch of  t he i magi nat i on -  when one i s used t o or  expect s a t r adi t i onal  st agi ng .  

The l i br et t o of  t hi s pr oduct i on i s based upon a shor t  st or y by Hei nr i ch Hei ne 
about  t he l egend of  t he Fl yi ng Dut chman and i s st aged i n Scot l and .  

 

Al l  of  t he 
event s t ake pl ace i n a per i od of -  24 hour s and move swi f t l y and`  i nexor abl y t owar ds 
t he end .  Accor di ng t o Ri char d Di val l  i t  woul d seem t o be a gr eat er  mast er pi ece 
when per f or med i n t hi s ver si on .  

RECI TAL BY MURI EL COHEN AND,  ROSAMUND PLUMMER. ,  

The pi ano and f l ut e r eci t al  gi ven by Mur i el  Cohen and Rosamund Pl ummer  was hel d 
at  t he home of  Judge Fr ank and Dr  Amy McGr at h on Sunday,  November  ' 1st .  

 

The 
Soci et y gr eat l y appr eci at es t he`  gener osi t y of  t he McGr at hs f or  i t  enabl es us not  
onl y t o keep our  over head cost s down but  al so t o pr ovi de a f ar  mor e congeni al  
at mospher e f or  l i st eni ng t o t hi s .  par t i cul ar `  t ype of  musi c maki ng .  

The pr ogr amme opened wi t h t wo Bach Sonat as f or  f l ut e and pi ano,  f ol l owed by Deb-
ussy' s " En Bat eau" ,  ar r anged f or  f l ut e f r om t he or i gi nal  scor i ng f or  vi ol i n and pi a-
no,  and t hen a begui l i ng pi ece by Dul ci e Hol l and was gi ven i t s pr emi er e per f or man-
ce -  a composi t i on based on an ear l i er  st udy f or  pi ano .  

Rosamund br ought  i nt el l ect  and di sci pl i ne t o her  pl ayi ng .  

 

Her  r ecent  concer t  i n 
t he r ecor di ng hal l  of  t he Oper a_ House dr ew pr ai se f r om Fr ed Bl anks f or  her  mus-
i ci anshi p whi ch he says needs no gi mmi ckr y .  She i s a young musi ci an of  whom we 
ar e sur e t o hear  mor e .  

To i nt el l ect  and di sci pl i ne Mur i el  added passi on and l yr i ci sm i n her  i nt er pr et at i on 
of  t he Li st z t r anscr i pt i ons of  wor ks of  Wagner  i n t he second hal f  of  t he pr ogr amme .  
Her  pl ayi ng of  Lohengr i n' s r epr oach t o El sa,  Das Li eber sver bot  and El sa' s 
Dr eam conveyed t he emot i ons t hat  i nspi r ed Wagner  -  hi s l yr i ci sm shone t hr ough 
Li st z' s of t en dazzl i ng pi ani sm:  

 

And f i nal l y t he gr adual  appr oach of  t he Pi l gr i ms was 
pr oduced by a super b cr escendo wi t h Mi ss Cohen di spl ayi ng her  r emar kabl e 
mast er y of  t he keyboar d .  

The r eci t al  at t r act ed a gr eat  deal  of  i nt er est  out si de t he Wagner  Soci et y and as a 
consequence new member s have j oi ned and mor e-  peopl e ar e awar e of  t he Soci et y 
and i t s ai ms .  

0000000 -  

THE NEW SEATTLE ' RI NG'  

 

Bar r i e Dext er  

My wi f e and I  have j ust  at t ended t he " Aust r al i an Oper a' s per f or mance of  " LOHENGRI N"  
I t  was br i l l i ant  -  qui t e as good as t he t wo per f or mances we saw i n Bayr eut h,  
and i n some r espect s bet t er .  I  was pr oud t o see i n'  t he pr ogr am acknowl edgement  
of  t he Soci et y sponsor shi p of  St el l a Azar l i s,  and t he f ul l - page adver t i sement .  

A mont h ago we at t ended Der  Ri ng i n Seat t l e -  We had hear d i t  t her e pr evi ousl y 
i n 1982,  and t hen,  as on t hi s occasi on, '  f ound t he per f or mance'  ast oni shi ngl y,  
good,  and qui t e compar abl e wi t h Bayr eut h .  

The Seat t l e or chest r a was excel l ent  under  t he f i r m and sympat het i c conduct i ng of  
Her man Mi chael .  The cast  was st r ong,  t he out st andi ng si nger s,  f r om our  poi nt  of  
vi ew,  bei ng t he ever  young Leoni e Rysanek as Sl egl i nde,  Toni  Kr amer  as Si egf r i ed,  
Gabor  Andr asy as Hundi ng and Hagen,  Roger  Rol of f  as Wot an and t he Wander er ,  



Jul i an Pat r i ck as Al ber i ch and Huber t  Del amboye as a br i l l i ant  Mi me .  The one 
weak l i nk,  we f el t ,  was Li nda Kel m as Br unnhi l de -  and t hi s was of  cour se,  

ser i ous weakness.  We di d not  t hi nk her  voi ce Wagner i an,  and her  st age pr es-
; ce was non- exi st ent .  But  she i s obvi ousl y a f avour i t e wi t h t he West  Coast  Am-

cr i cans,  and we di d not  f i nd any Amer i can t o agr ee wi t h our  di sappoi nt ment  i n 
her .  

 

Per haps we have been spoi l t  - by'  hear i ng t oo many gr eat  Br unnhi l des!  

The st age di r ect i on by Fr ancoi s Rochai x was descr i bed as Post - moder n .  I n many 
ways i t  went  on f r om t he poi nt  r eached by at r i ce Cher eau -  al t hough t o our  
ast oni shment  Rochai x sai d he had never  seen t he'  Cher eau ver si on .  

 

Rochai x' s mai n 
st r engt h,  per haps,  was t hat  he pai d equal  at t ent i on t o what  t he wor ds and t he 
musi c wer e sayi ng -  of t en not  t he same t hi ng by any means -  and sought  t o 
i nt er pr et  t hese messages i n t he pr esent at i on -  and Rochai x conceded t hat  i n t hi s 
he had been ver y i nf l uenced by Br echt .  
The di sci pl i ne t hr oughout  was f i r m,  and hence t he act i ng and pr esent at i on per suasi -
ve wi t h t he one except i on al r eady ment i oned .  I t  was expl ai ned t o us t hat  t hi s r e-
sul t ed,  i n par t ,  f r om t he l ong per i od of  pr epar at i on,  even t he pr i nci pal s bei ng 
pr esent  f or  a mi ni mum of  t wo weeks r ehear sal s.  

 

We f el t  t hat  t he whol e company 
wor ked t oget her  co- oper at i vel y .  

One advant age of  t he Seat t l e Ri ng i s t he accessabi l i t y of  ever yt hi ng .  Ther e wer e 
f i r st  r at e l ect ur es ever y oper a- day,  mor ni ng and eveni ng .  The Gener al  Di r ect or  
of  t he Oper a,  Spei ght  Jenki ns,  was avai l abl e f or  quest i oni ng .  

 

Rochai x was 
avai l abl e i n a near by caf e ever y l unch- t i me f or  di scussi on .  

 

Leoni e Rysanek gave 
a char mi ng i nt er vi ew.  

 

Excel l ent  Sur t i t l es wer e'  a hel p .  

And t hen t her e i s _Seat t l e i t sel f ,  a del i ght f ul  t own wi t h cheer f ul ,  hel pf ul  ci t i zens 
and many .  char ms .  

 

Ther e`  i s ' good accommodat i on wi t hi n wal ki ng di st ance of  t he 
Oper a House or  al ong t he mono- r ai l .  

We cannot  r ecommend t he Seat t l e Ri ng enough!  

s ; ,  r t dsLehi nd t he pi l e of  gol d t d pas Rh~i ng6d.  

Or  do you t ake si ngi ng mor e ser i ousl y? I n ei t her  case t he BATHURST NATI ONAL 
SUMMER SCHOOL FOR SI NGERS ,  a new vent ur e di r ect ed by Ronal d Dowd,  i s desi gned 
t o f i l l  an exi st i ng voi d by pr ovi di ng t he oppor t uni t y f or  Sol oi st s and Chor i st er s -  
si nger s of  al l  st yl es -  t o meet ,  and per f or m under  t he t ut el age of  such names as 
Ber nd Bent haak,  Wer ner  Baer ,  John Car mody,  Wi l l i am Reed,  t o ment i on onl y a f ew.  

I t  wi l l  be a week of  t ot al  i nvol vement  i n t he Si nger ' s wor l d f r om Jan 9- 16,  1988,  
at  t he.  Mi t chel l  Col l ege of  Advanced Educat i on .  

 

.  
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DO YOU SI NG I N THE BATH? 



Dear  Edi t or , ,  

8 .  

By -  t he t i me you r ead t hi s t he r egi st r at i on dat e wi l l  have cl osed but  al l  t he 
ar e t hat  t hi s i s goi ng t o be wel l  at t ended and we wi sh t hi s SUMMER SCHOOL 
SI NGERS ever y success :  

I f  you ar e l ooki ng ahead t o t he next  SUMMER SCHOOL i n 1989 mor e i nf or mat i on 
can be had by wr i t i ng t o t he Secr et ar y,  P. O.  Box 468 Paddi ngt on 2021 .  

Your s f ai t hf ul l y Ar t hur  Car t er .  

Dear  Mr  Car t er ,  
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LETTERS TO THE EDI TOR 

A smal l i sh audi ence hear d Ri t a Hunt er  and Al ber t o Remedi os gi ve a spl endi d and 
f ul l  pr ogr am of  Ver di  and Wagner  l ast  ni ght  at  t he Seymour  Cent r e .  Ri t a combi ned 
wi t h Al ber t o t o gi ve a ver y t ouchi ng account  of  t he " Ot el l o"  Act  i  duet  ( a r ar i t y 
f or  Ri t a t o be hear d i n t hi s et her eal  musi c) ,  t he f i nal  scene f r om " Ai da' ,  and t he 
Dawn duet  f r om ' " Goet t er daemmer ung"  whi ch cl osed t he pr ogr am.  

 

The second hal f  
was devot ed t o Wagner  -  a f east  of  f i ne si ngi ng,  r angi ng f r om Er i k' s ar i a,  Lohengr -
i n' s nar r at i on and t he Wi nt er st ur me,  t o El i sabet h' s ent r y ar i a, - El sa' s Dr eam & Du 
bi st  der  Lenz,  -  al l  Wagner  excer pt s t hat  Sydney had not  pr evi ousl y hear d Ri t a 
si ng i n publ i c concer t .  

Thus i t  was`  al l  t he mor e di st ur bi ng t o not e t he absence of  Wagner  Soci et y member s 
f r om t hi s wel l - publ i ci zed r eci t al .  Sur el y one of  t he pur poses of  t her e bei ng a 
Wagner  Soci et y i n Sydney i s bot h t o pr omot e and t o suppor t  t he per f or mance of  
Wagner ' s musi c,  i n t hi s ci t y pr i mar i l y, , - and el sewher e i n Aust r al i a on ocaassi on .  
Oper a Mode,  t he concer t  pr omot er s,  had of f er ed t he Soci et y a gener ous concessi on 
f or  a bl ock booki ng,  and one coul d shar e t he embar r assment  and di sappoi nt ment  
f el t  by t he ar t i st s and t he Oper a Mode management  at  t he Soci et y' s f ai l ur e t o 
suppor t  t hi s i ni t i at i ve i n Wagner  pr esent at i on,  by at t endi ng .  

 

I t  seems har dl y a 
f i t t i ng acknowl edgement  of  t he r enowned st at us of  Ri t a and Al ber t o as st ar s .  of  t he 
Engl i sh Ri ng and nowadays our  t wo l eadi ng,  r esi dent  exponent s of  Wagner  an musi c 
dr ama .  

 

Suf f i ce i t  t o say,  wi t h shame,  t hat  Ri t a Hunt er  was bot h hur t  and annoy-
ed at  t hi s l apse on t he par t  of  t he Wagner  Soci et y .  

May we ask t hat  amends be made,  by ar r angi ng t he l ong di scussed and many t i mes 
post poned Soci et y- sponsor ed concer t  f or  Ri t a Hunt er ,  on her  r et ur n f r om Nor t h Amer -
i ca i n Febr uar y next .  Thi s move mi ght  hel p r edr ess t he ( hopef ul l y wr ong)  i mpr e-
ssi on t hat  t he Sydney Soci et y car es mor e t o t al k about  Wagner  " i n f er nen Landen"  
r at her  t han act i vel y enj oy Wagner ' s musi c when per f or med r i ght  her e i n Sydney .  
Ther e i s st i l l  t i me t o i ncl ude such a concer t  f or  Ri t a and Al ber t o,  per haps,  
i n next  year ' s schedul e of  Soci et y act i vi t i es .  

Hopi ng you wi l l  pr i nt  t hi s l et t er  t o pr omot e di scussi on .  of  t he Soci et y' s r ol e 
ar ouse i nt er est  i n suppor t i ng t hese t wo f i ne ar t i st s st i l l  r esi dent  i n our  mi dst .  
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I  t hank you f or  your  l et t er  r el at i ng t o t he Oper a Mode concer t ,  and l i ke you,  
r egr et  t he smal l i sh audi ence and ,; t he l ack of  Wagner  Soci et y member s .  

si gns 
FOR 

and 

I  woul d,  however ,  l i ke a cor r ect  a mi sconcept i on .  You st at e t hat  Oper a Mode had 
of f er ed a gener ous concessi on f or  a bl ock booki ng,  but  t he commi t t ee of  t he Soci et y 
i s i n i gnor ance of  any such of f er .  

 

I  per sonal l y ar r anged wi t h t he .  pr omot er s t o 
adver t i se t he concer t  i n our  news bul l et i n,  and was sur pr i sed at  t he cost  of  t he 
t i cket s, .  and went  so f ar  as t o ment i on t hat  t o Mr  Pet er  Bi nni ngs .  



Comi ng so - soon on 

 

t op of  t he AO " Lohengr i n"  per f or mances,  f or  t wo of  whi ch t he 
Soci et y was gi ven concessi on f or  bl ock booki ngs ;  i t ,  may be t hat  some member s 

` f el t  t he pr i ce of  $30 was excessi ve f or  a concer t  wi t hout  or chest r a .  

For  our  soci et y f unct i ons we at t empt  t o keep our  cost s t o a pr act i cal  mi ni mum,  and 
a gr eat  deal  of  t i me and ef f or t  i s spent  i n encour agi ng member s t o at t end .  

 

For  a 
commer ci al  vent ur e,  i t  woul d seem t hat  t he onus woul d be on t he or gani ser s t o 
do t he canvassi ng :  

Ref er r i ng t o t he'  Soci et y- sponsor ed concer t  i n Febr uar y,  

 

1988 .  

 

The Soci et y has been 
i n const ant  t ouch wi t h Mr  Br i an Bar nes,  or gani ser  of  t he Sydney Fest i val  si nce 
Apr i l  f ol l owi ng our  of f er  t o pay Ri t a Hunt er ' s f ee as sol oi st  i n a concer t  dur i ng t he 
' 88 Fest i val .  

Mr  Bar nes has expl or ed - ever y possi bi l i t y and onl y i n mi d Oct ober  wer e we i nf or med 
t hat  he was unabl e t o ar r ange a f unct i on whi ch f i t t ed i n wi t h our  r equest s but  di d 
not  cl ash wi t h " Tur andot "  per f or mances and t he A. B. C .  Wagner  Concer t  i n t he " Most -
l y Mozar t "  Ser i es .  

9 
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NEW SECRETARY & TREASURER 

Two new commi t t ee member s have been co- opt ed t o f i l l  t he posi t i ons of  Secr et ar y 
& Tr easur er  soon t o be vacat ed by Judi t h & Joseph Fer gol i a who ar e t aki ng a 
wel l - ear ned l ong hol i day next  year .  Judi t h and Joseph t oget her  have wor ked'  
t i r el essl y . f or  t he Soci et y f or  many,  year s and- t hei r  t hor ough pr of essi onal i sm r e-
f l ect s so f avour abl y.  on t he Soci et y.  

We ar e ver y happy t o wel come Mi ss Cl ai r e Hennessy back as Mi nut es Secr et ar y,  t o 
be assi st ed . ,  by Ol i ve Coonan & Mur r ay Smi t h wi t h Member shi p, .  ( a const ant  t ask) ,  
and Mr  Har r y Dar l i ngt on,  who wi l l  ` t ake car e of  our  f i ni nci al  af f ai r s.  
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ANNUAL DI NNER 1988 

Our  pl ans f or  next  year ' s Di nner  have been doubl y bl essed i t  woul d seem.  I n what  
i s goi ng t o be a year  of  heavy demand on t he best  venues,  we have been abl e t o 
conf i r m our  booki ng at  t he Menzi es Hot el  at  t he pr e- Bi cent enni al  pr i ces!  

But  even mor e pl easi ng i s conf i r mat i on f r om Ger many t hat  Rei nhar d Hei nr i ch has 
been happy t o accept  our  i nvi t at i on t o be Guest  of  Honour  f or  t hat  eveni ng .  
Mr  Hei nr i ch i s a hi ghl y r egar ded cost ume desi gner  wi t h many cr edi t s t o hi s name 
and i s t o desi gn t he cost umes f or  our  Bi cent enni al  pr oduct i on of  ' Maest er si nger '  as 
wel l  as t he Har r y Kupf er  ' Ri ng'  i n Bayr eut h .  He wi l l  sur el y have much t o t el l '  
US.  

I n publ i shi ng our  cor r espondence i t  i s t o be hoped t hat  we may engender  r esponses 
f r om member s of  The Soci et y whi ch coul d gi ve us an i nsi ght  i nt o t hei r  r easons f or  
not  at t endi ng t he r eci t al .  

Ed .  



NEW MEMBERS SI NCE SEPTEMBER 1987 

May we wel come t he f ol l owi ng new member s t o t he Soci et y,  t hank t hem f or  t hei r  
suppor t  and wi sh t hem a l ong and happy associ at i on wi t h t he Wagner  Soci et y .  

At  our  f unct i ons commi t t ee member s wear  i dent i f yi ng name t ags,  pl ease come up and 
make your sel f  known.  

Annemar i e- Li macher ,  Mr  H J- Zel us, -  Mr s P and Mr  F Har vey,  Mr  Ramon Josey,  
Mi ss Susan Remi ngt on,  Mi ss Debor ah Wi l son,  Mr  Denni s Henni g,  Mr s N L and 
Mr  A P Ri emer ,  Mr  Kur t  Looser ,  Mr  E I nsaust i ,  Mr s D Hal l  Gr eat or ex,  

 

Mr  K 
and Mr s A Wi nsor ,  Mi ss Nat al i e For bes,  Mr  Davi d Mut t on,  Mr s W St r ugar ek,  
Dr  Dean Smi t h,  Dr  Anna Zi egl er ,  Mr  Ti m Cl ar k and Dr  R Wagner ,  

 

Mr s C Jackaman,  
Mr  W R and'  Dr  E Wat son,  

 

Mr  Kevi n'  Ter r asson,  

 

Mr s M and: .  Mr  H H Smi t h,  
Mr  D G O Jones,  Mi ss Hel en M St r ahan,  Mr  A J Cummi ns,  Mr  John Edwar ds,  
Mr  Fr ank T Gi pps,  Mr s S & Mr  R Mi l l er ,  Mr  Tony McDonal d,  Mr s S & Mr  J, ' Buchanan,  
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WAGNER I N 1871 

1 .  Excer pt  f or m " Musi c St udy i n Ger many" ,  by Amy Fay .  She wr ot e f r om Ber l i n on 
May 18t h,  1871 as f ol l ows :  

Wagner  has j ust  been i n Ber l i n,  and hi s ar r i val  her e has been t he occasi on of  a 
gr and musi cal  exci t ement .  He was r ecei ved wi t h t he gr eat est  ent husi asm,  and t her e 
was no end of  ovat i ons i n hi s honour :  Fi r st ,  t her e was a gr eat  supper  gi ven t o hi m,  
whi ch was got  up by Tausi g and a f ew ot her  di st i ngui shed musi ci ans .  Then on Sunday,  
t wo weeks ago,  was gi ven a concer t  i n t he Si ng- Akademi e,  wher e t he seat s wer e f r ee .  
As'  t he hal l  onl y hol ds about  f i f t een hundr ed peopl e, '  you'  may i magi ne i t  was pr et t y 
di f f i cul t  t o get  t i cket s . . . . . : :  

The or chest r a was i mmense :  I t  was car ef ul l y sel ect ed f r om al l  t he or chest r as i n 
Ber l i n,  and St er n,  who di r ect ed i t ,  had gi ven hi msel f  i nf i ni t e t r oubl e ~i n t r ai ni ng i t .  
Wagner  i s t he most  di f f i cul t  per son i n t he wor l d'  t o pl ease,  and i s a wonder f ul  
conduct or  hi msel f .  He was'  hi ghl y di scont ent ed wi t h t he Gewandhaus Or chest r a i n 
Lei psi c,  whi ch t hi nks i t sel f  t he best  i d!  exi st ence,  so t he Ber l i nese f el t  r at her  shaky 
The hal l  was f i l l ed t o over f l owi ng,  and f i nal l y,  i n mar ched Wagner  and hi s wi f e,  
pr eceded and f ol l owed by var i ous di st i ngui shed musi ci ans .  As he appear ed t he 
audi ence r ose,  t he or chest r a st r uck up t hr ee cl angi ng chor ds, '  and ever ybody shout ed 
Hoch!  '  I t  gave one a st r ange t hr i l l .  

The concer t  was at  t wel ve,  and was pr eceded by a " gr eet i ng"  whi ch was r eci t ed by 
Fr au Jachmann Wagner ,  a ni ece of  Wagner ' s,  and an act r ess .  . . . . . As she concl uded 
she bur st  i nt o t ear s,  and st eppi ng down f r om t he st age she pr esent ed Wagner  wi t h a 
l aur el  cr own,  and ki ssed hi m.  Then t he or chest r a pl ayed Wagner ' s Faust  Over t ur e 
most  super bl y,  and af t er war ds hi s Fest  Mar ch f r om t he Tannhauser .  The appl ause 
was unbounded .  Wagner  ascended t he st age and made a l i t t l e speech, . . . . .  He spoke 
ver y r api dl y and-  i n t hat  chi l d- l i ke way t hat  al l  gr eat  musi ci ans seem t o have,  and 
as a pr oof  of  hi s:  sat i sf act i on wi t h t he or chest r a he r equest ed t hem t o pl ay t he 
Faust  Over t une under  HI S di r ect i on .  We wer e al l  on t i pt oe t o know how he woul d 
di r ect ,  and i ndeed i t  was wonder f ul  t o see hi m.  He cont r ol l ed t he or chest r a as i f  i t  
wer e a si ngl e i nst r ument  and he wer e pl ayi ng on i t .  He di dn' t  beat  t he t i me si mpl y,  
as most  conduct or s do,  but  he had al l  sor t s of  l i t t l e ways t o i ndi cat e what  he 
wi shed .  I t  was ver y di f f i cul t  f or  t hem t o f ol l ow hi m and t hey had t o " keep t hei r  
l i t t l e eye open, . "  as 

 

.  ,  

 

used t o say .  

 

. . . . . . . . .  I t  went  on l i ke .  a successi on of  pi c-
t ur es .  The ef f ect  was t r emendous .  

I  had one of  t he best  seat s i n t he house and coul d see Wagner  and hi s wi f e t he whol e 
t i me.  He has an enor mous -  f or ehead,  and i s t he most  ner vous l ooki ng man.  you can 
i magi ne,  but  has t hat  gr i m set t i ng of  t he mout h t hat  bet okens an i r on wi l l .  When he 



conduct s he i s al most  besi de hi msel f  wi t h exci t ement .  That  i s one r eason why he i s 
so gr eat  a conduct or ,  f or  t he or chest r a .  cat ches hi s f r enzy,  and each man pl ays 
under '  a sudden i nspi r at i on .  He r eal l y seems t o be i mpr ovi si ng on hi s or chest r a .  

Wagner ' s obj ect  i n comi ng her e was t o t r y and get  hi s Ni bel ungen oper a per f or med.  
I t  i s an oper a-  whi ch r equi r es f our  eveni ngs t o get  t hr ough wi t h .  Di d you ever  
hear  of  such a t hi ng? He l ays out  ever yt hi ng on such a col ossal  scal e.  

( Of  anot her  concer t )  Beet hoven' s Fi f t h Symphony . . .  he decl ar ed nobody under st ood 
but  hi msel f .  That  r at her  t ook down .  Ber l i n,  but  al l  had t o acknowl edge af t er  t he 
concer t  t hat  t hey had never  hear d i t  so magni f i cent l y pl ayed .  He has hi s own 
pecul i ar  concept i on of  i t  . . .  Ther e must  have been t wo hundr ed pl ayer s i n t he 
or chest r a,  and t hey acqui t t ed t hemsel ves spl endi dl y .  The appl ause gr ew mor e and 
mor e ent husi ast i c,  unt i l  i t  f i nal l y f ound vent  i n'  a shower  of  wr eat hs and bouquet s .  
Wagner  bowed and bowed,  and i t  seemed as i f  t he peopl e woul d never  set t l e down 
agai n .  . . . Hi s Kai ser  Mar ch was encor ed .  Such an ef f ect !  Af t er  t he t empest  of  sound 
of  t he i nt r oduct i on t he dr ums came i n wi t h a shar p t at - t at - t at - t at - t at !  Then t he 
br ass began wi t h t he ai r  and came t o a cr escendo,  at  l ast  BLARI NG out  i n such a 
way as shi ver ed you t o t he ver y mar r ow of  your  bones .  I t  was l i ke an ear t hquake 
yawni ng bef or e you .  

The noi se was so t r emendous t hat  i t  was l i ke t he r oar i ng of  t he sur f .  I  never  con-
cei ved of  anyt hi ng i n musi c t o appr oach i t ,  and Wagner  made me t hi nk of  a gi ant  
Tr i t on di spor t i ng hi msel f  ami d t he bi l l ows and t ossi ng t hese gi ant  waves of  sound f r om 
one hand t o t he ot her .  You don' t  see hi s f ace,  of  cour se -  not hi ng but  hi s back,  
and yet  you know ever y one of  hi s emot i ons.  Ever y si new i n hi s body speaks .  

 

He 
makes t he i nst r ument s pr ol ong t he t ones as no one el se'  does,  and t he ef f ect  i s 
i ndescr i babl y beaut i f ul ,  

 

yet  he compl ai ns t hat  he never  CAN.  get  an or chest r a t o 
HOLD t he t ones as t hey ought .  Hi s,  whol e appear ance i s of  ar r ongance and despot i sm 
per soni f i ed .  .  

By t he end of  t he concer t  t he - bouquet s wer e so heaped on t he st age i n f r ont  of _ t he 
di r ect or ' s desk,  t hat  Wagner  had no pl ace l ef t  bi g enough t o st and on wi t hout  cr ush-
i ng t hem.  Al t oget her  i t  was a br i l l i ant  af f ai r ,  and a gr eat  t r i umph f or  hi s f r i ends .  

l He has gr eat  many bi t t er  enemi es her e,  however .  Joachi m i s one of  t hem,  t hough i t  
seems unaccount abl e t hat  - a man of  hi s musi cal  gi f t s shoul d be . -  Ehl er t  i s al so a 
st r ong ant i - Wagner i t e,  and t he Jews hat e hi m7 i nt ensel y .  -  per haps hi s char act er  
has somet hi ng t o do wi t h i t ,  f or  he has set  al l  l aws of  honour ,  gr at i t ude and 
mor al i t y at  def i ance al l  hi s l i f e l ong .  I t  i s a dr eadf ul  exampl e f or  younger '  ar t i st s,  
and I  t hi nk Wagner  i s depr avi ng t hem.  I n t hi s count r y ever yt hi ng i s f or gi ven t o audaci t y 
and geni us,  and I  must  say t hat  i f  Ger many can t each US musi c,  we can t each .  HER 
mor al s!  

For  Amy Fay' s char mi ng i mpr essi on of  a t r ul y memor abl e event  we wi sh t o t hank 
Da Capo . Musi c of  112 Gl ebe Pt  Rd .  Gl ebe .  

( Ed. )  



DONATI ONS -  RECEI VED SI NCE SEPTEMBER 1987 

Anonymous ;  Davi d Wal sh- ;  A.  I .  Segal ;  J N Ni chol as Pt y Lt d ;  Ms Debor ah L Wi l son ;  
Mr s Annet t e Mar shal l ;  Mr  & Mr s I  Br ady ;  Mr s D Dupai n ;  Mi ss Mar gar et  E Gr ay .  

Our  gr at i t ude i s ext ended t o t he above member s who we hope wi l l  accept  t hi s pub-
l i cat i on of  t hei r  names as our  acknowl edgement  f or  t hei r  " suppor t . '  

Donat i ons`  t o t he Wagner  Soci et y ar e t ax 

 

deduct i bl e i f  t hey ar e pai d t o t he El i zabet ha 
Theat r e Tr ust  and accompani ed by t he f or m bel ow.  

The Secr et ar y,  
The Aust r al i an El i zabet han Theat r e Tr ust ,  
Post  Of f i ce Box 137, '  

DATE. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

£XPTRY DATE 

 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
.  

. .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
f or  $ . . . . . . . . . . . .  r epr esent i ng m y donat i on t o The Aust r al i an .  El i zabet han "  Theat r e Tr ust .  

Thi s donat i on_ i s gi ven uncondi t i onal l y .  

 

However ;  i t  woul d be appr eci at ed i f ,  when 
consi der i ng your  ' appr opr i at i ons t o t he per f or mi ng compani es,  ` pr ef er ence i n t he ; . al l -
ocat i on of  t hi s donat i on coul d be gi ven t o -  

. THE. WAGWI ER:  S0GI ETY. .  

 

. . . I nc. .  

Si gnat ur e 
' - PLEASE PRI NT NAME 
AND ADDRESS . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

 

. . . . . . . . . . . .  Post  Code 

OR 
I  . , have made t hi s donat i on on behal f  of  my company .  

Post  Code 

SALOME 

We woul d ask you when maki ng your  donat i on i n t hi s manner  t o pl ease send your  
cheque,  made payabl e t o t he A. E. T . T . , t o t he Wagner  Soci et y' s of f i ci al  addr ess f or  
pr ocessi ng bef or e i t  i s passed on t o " A. E. T . T .  
Thank you .  

Pl ease r eser ve . . . . . . . . . . t i cket s f or  

 

' SALOM E'  

 

on Fr i day 26t h Febr uar y 

 

1988.  
[  ]  A Res .  $46. 00 ,  

 

[  1 

 

8 Res .  $33. 00 
Name . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Addr ess . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

 

Amount  $. . . . . . . . . . . .  
To be r et ur ned by 30t h JANUARY 1988 .  
TI CKETS WI LL NOT BE SUPPLI ED WI THOUT A STAMPED,  SELF- ADDRESSED ENVELOPE.  

Si gnat ur e . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Ti t l e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
PLEASE PRI NT NAME AND 
ADDRESS OF COMPANY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

KI NGS CROSS.  N. S. W.  2011 .  

Dear  Si r ,  

Pl ease f i nd encl osed cash/ cheque 
OR'  CHARGE MY BANKCARD NO.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

MASTERCARD NO.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
DI NERS CLUB 
AMERI CAN EXPRESS-  NO.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . .  . . .  . . . .  
VI SA CARD NO.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  


