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See det ai l s i n Newsl et t er .  

COMI NG EVENTS 

COMMI TTEE 

xc # # %~ T k # # m 

I f  a r ed dot  appear s on t he f r ont  page,  your  1985- 86 subscr i pt i on,  due on Apr i l  
1,  i s over due,  and i f  not  pai d i n 30 days your  member shi p wi l l  l apse.  

Act i ng Pr esi dent  Ri char d Ki ng 358. 1919 
f s Co- Edi t or  
Secr et ar y Judy Fer f ogl i a 938. 2030 
Assi st ant  Mi chel  Ar noul d 326. 1793 
Secr et ar y 
Tr easur er  Joseph Fer f ogl i a 938. 2030 

646. 1555 ( bus)  
Assi st ant  Ol i ve Coonan 387. 6403 
Tr easur er  33 . 4092 ( bus)  
Co- Edi t or  Janet  Way- l and 332. 3929 

357. 4806 
Publ i ci t y Sue Kel l y 331 . 1973 
Of f i cer  -  588. 1111 ( bus)  Ext  2382 
Li br ar i an/  Mur r ay Smi t h 358. 1919 .  
Ar chi vi st  
Li ason Pamel a Dunsf or d 32 . 0851 

Leonar d Hansen 

Wednesday Apr i l  2nd Tal k by Davi d Wansbr ough 
Goet he I nst i t ut e -  7: 30 pm 

Sunday May ' 4t h'  Fi r st  of  Cher eau RI NG on 
A. B. C.  Tel evi si on ' ^ 

Wednesday May 14t h Annual  Gener al  Meet i ng 
Pr i nt  Room.  141 Dowl i ng St  
Wool l oomool oo -  6. 30 t o 7. 45 pm 

Fr i day May 23r d Annual  Di nner .  
Madi son Room,  Sout her n Cr oss Hot el ,  
7. 30 pm.  pr e- di nner  dr i nks -  8. 00 pm 
di nner .  
Guest  of  Honour :  Mr  Ronal d Dowd .  

Sunday June 29t h Reci t al  by Davi d Par ker .  
'  Associ at e Ar t i st  Mar i e Van Hove 

9 Lady Davi dson Ci r cui t ,  For est vi l l e 
2. 30 f or  3. 00 pm.  
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The Pr esi dent ' s r epor t  i s t o be r ead at  t he Annual  Gener al  Meet i ng and wi l l  appear  
i n t he June Newsl et t er .  

 

'  

' REDI SCOVERI NG MYTHOLOGY. '  

Thi s i s t he subj ect  of  t he l ect ur e Davi d Wansbr ough i s t o del i ver  at  t he Goet he 
I nst i t ut e on 2nd Apr i l .  

Mr  Wansbr ough,  who i s a f el l ow of  t he I nt er nat i onal  Academy of  Poet s,  pr omi ses an 
eveni ng' s i nst r uct i ve ent er t ai nment  -  not  t he l east  bi t  dul l .  

At  t he same t i me Wagner  was expl or i ng t he ver i t i es of  t he Ger mani c past ,  Engl i sh 
speaki ng poet s wer e bei ng i nf l uenced by Cel t i c,  Saxon and Nor se ver se -  f or ms and 
r hyt hms .  An eveni ng not  t o be mi ssed .  

Supper  wi l l  be ser ved at  t he compl et i on of  t he t al k . .  Ther e wi l l  be _no char ge t o .  
member s or  t hei r  f r i ends and once mor e we ar e most  gr at ef ul  t o t he Goet he I nst i t ut e 
f or  maki ng t hei r  home avai l abl e t o us agai n.  

Ki ndl y phone 358 1919 " dur i ng of f i ce hour s"  i f  you ar e abl e t o at t end .  

-  000 -  

THE ANNUAL DI NNER 

Those who at t ended t he Annual  Di nner  at  t he Sout her n Cr oss Hot el  l ast  year . wi l l  
r emember  wi t h pl easur e what  a happy occasi on i t  was,  and f or  al l  t he r easons t hat  
made i t  ' so we have chosen agai n t o hol d our  " Bi r t hday Cel ebr at i ons"  at  t he Sout her n 
Cr oss.  

We ar e del i ght ed t o have as our  Guest  of  Honour  Mr  Ronal d Dowd .  Af t er  a most  successf ul  car eer  t hat  has spanned.  many year s bot h her e and abr oad Mr  Dowd has 
now r et i r ed .  He wi l l  be'  r emember ed f or  hi s i nt er per t at i on of  Tr i st an,  Lohengr i n and Taunhauser ,  so,  we especi al l y l ook f or war d t o meet i ng t hi s r enowned si nger  who i s 
one of  t he cor ner . -  st ones i n t he bui l di ng of  Aust r al i an oper a .  

Dur i ng t he eveni ng t he Guessi ng Compet i t i on wi l l  be dr awn and t he wi nner  announced.  

1st  ' Pr i ze 

 

2 t i cket s t o f i r st  Aust r al i an Oper a Pr oduct i on of  
Benj ami n Br i t t en' s Oper a " Pet er  Gr i mes"  

2nd Pr i ze 

 

$50 Gi f t  Voucher  f or  " Recor d Col l ect or "  Shop .  

3r d Pr i ze 

 

Li mi t ed Edi t i on " Par si f al "  Pl at e .  Val ue $25. 00 

Raf f l e Ti cket s:  $1 . 00 per  t i cket .  
$5 . 00 book of  f i ve.  

The cost  of  t he di nner  at  $30. 00 per  head i ncl udes pr e- di nner  dr i nks but  not  t he 
di nner  wi nes .  These can be or der ed f r om t he menu .  

-  000, -  

WAGNER ON A. B. C.  

A. B. C.  T. V.  begi ns on Sunday May 4t h,  9 . 15 pm i n si mul cast  wi t h A. B. C.  FM,  
t he Pat r i ce Cher eau cont r over si al  ver si on of  t he " RI NG" ,  conduct ed by Pi er r e Boul ez 
and r ecor ded i n t he Fest spi el haus,  Bayr eut h .  

The compl et e cycl e wi l l  be scr eened .  over  t en successi ve weeks -  not  compl et el y sat -
i sf yi ng f or  t r ue Wagner  l over s,  but  a l east  a st ar t !  I  have vi ewed t he t apes and al -
t hough t he i nt er pr et at i on l eaves al ot  t o be desi r ed t hey cer t ai nl y cr eat e a f ant ast i c 
t heat r i cal  event .  Wel l  wor t h vi ewi ng.  

Ri char d Ki ng .  



Wagner  on A. B. C.  cont i nued .  

4.  

The B. B. C.  f i r st  scr eened t he Cher eau RI NG i n t hi s way,  Act  by Act  and t he f ol l ow-
i ng year  r epeat ed i t  i n t he mor e sat i sf act or y way,  one.  uni nt er r upt ed oper a each week .  
I  suggest  t hat  member s who have enj oyed t hi s f i r st  t el evi si on RI NG i n Aust r al i a,  
wr i t e t o t he A. B. C.  and say so .  Make i t  known t hat  Wagner  has a wi deni ng audi ence 
i n Aust r al i a and expr ess your  hope t hat  we wi l l  be abl e t o exper i ence t hi s magni f i -
cent  pr oduct i on as i t  was i nt ended .  

- . 000 -  

RECI TAL 

Ed .  

The t enor , ,  Davi d Par ker ,  and associ at e ar t i st  Mar i e Van Hove,  bot h f r om t he Canber r a 
School  of  Musi c,  ar e t o pr esent  a pr ogr amme of  Wagner ,  Li szt  and St r auss i n t he 
st udi o of  t hei r  home i n For est vi l l e .  

Mr  Par ker  was br ought  t o Aust r al i a f r om Wal es 17 year s ago t o be pr i nci pal  t enor  
f or  Aust r al i an Oper a,  a post  he hel d f or  t hr ee year s .  He i s cur r ent l y t he head of  
t he Depar t ment  of  Vocal  St udi es at  Canber r a and as such i s about  t o embar k on an 
" Oper a St udy Tour "  at  t he i nvi t at i on of  t he West  Ger man Gover nment  whi ch wi l l  t ake 
hi m t o t he Oper a Houses and Col l eges of  Musi c i n Col ogne,  Bonn,  Ber l i n,  Muni ch and 
St ut t gar t .  He wi l l  be accompani ed by Mof f at  Oxenbol d,  St uar t  Chal l ender ,  Ri char d 
Di val l ,  Pet er  Bi r ch ( Musi ca Vi va -  Mel bour ne)  and Ken McKenzi e- For bes on a har d 
wor ki ng t our  t hat  does al l ow f or  seei ng a f ew per f or mances of  ' Dut chman' ,  Lohengr i n,  
and Par si f al .  

 

I  N 

Mi ss Mar i e Van Hove,  f or  many year s of f i ci al  accompani st  f or  t he A, B. C. ,  i s now 
vocal  coach/ r epet i t eur  i n Canber r a and wi l l  t ake over  her  husband' s dut i es i n hi s 
absence.  Her  pr odi gi ous pr ogr amme f or  t he year  i ncl udes conduct i ng St abat  Mat er  at  
St  Chr i st opher ' s'  Cat hedr al  f or  East er ,  conduct i ng La Boheme i n August ,  wi t h Davi d 
Par ker  as di r ect or /  pr oducer  and t oget her  per f or mi ng t he compl et e song cycl es of  
Schuber t .  

-  000 -  

We ar e assur ed of  an af t er noon of  f i ne 
musi c i n congeni al  sur r oundi ngs and as 
number s ar e l i mi t ed we ask you t o phone 
35 8199 ( bus .  hour s)  as soon as possi bl e.  

Admi ssi on $6 . 00 i ncl udes af t er noon t ea 
and cof f ee .  Gr egor y map r ef er ence - 72D3.  
9 Lady Davi dson Ci r cui t ,  For est vi l l e.  
2 . 30 pm f or  3. 00 pm. .  



Nance; Gr ant  M. D. E.  
Mal ver n ;  Vi c. :  

1 . 12 . 85 : , .  

Chr i st a Lehmann 
Abbot sf or d . :  N. . S . W.  

5 .  

LETTERS TO THE EDI TOR.  

I  wi sh t o t hank t he Wagner  Soci et y f or  t he beaut i f ul  f l ower s I  r ecei ved f r om you on 
" Openi ng:  Ni ght "  of  " Lohengr i n" .  I  do appr eci at e your  t hought s .  The r ol e of  Or t r ud 
has been a r eal  chal l enge f or  me as I  usual l y si ng t he vi r t uous r ol es .  

I t  i s a mar vel l ous pr oduct i on and a ver y hi gh st andar d of  si ngi ng .  I ' m sur e you wi l l  
enj oy i t .  

Just  a ; not e_t o say how t hr i l l ed I  was t o r ecei ve t he l ovel y Vi ct or i an posy of  f l ow-
er s f r om t he ( N,. S.  W. )  Soci et y i n Mel bour ne .  

I  can' t - t el l  you what  an " ELEKTRA- f yi ng"  eveni ng t hat  f i r st  concer t  was .  The audi ence 
was'  over whel med " :  and wonder f ul l y r ecept i ve.  

I  l ook f or war d t o :  seei ng you al l  on 23r d and f eel  a gr eat  deal  of  sadness at  t he 
r easons behi nd.  t he cancel l at i on of  t he 26t h -  l ack of  i nt er est !  I  f i nd t he Aust r al i an 
publ i c i nconcei vabl e_ at  t i mes,  and can onl y say i t  wi l l  be t hei r  l oss .  The second 
per f or mance : i n Mel bour ne ;  was not  so good -  musi cal l y -  however  t he r esponse was 
t he same.  I  do hope t he A. B. C.  r ecor d t he Sydney one as wel l ,  and per haps edi t  
al l  t hr ee,  

 

but  of  cour se t hat -  woul d mean ' ext r a wor k,  woul dn' t  i t ? 

Once,  agai n ; - ,  my :  si ncer e t hanks .  

Jean Whi t ehouse 
Ki r r i bi l l i ' _ N. S. W.  

As a . r ecent  par t i ci pant  of  t he t our  t o " Lohengr i n"  i n Mel bour ne.,  I  wi sh t o say t hank-
you t o Commi t t ee of  t he Wagner  Soci et y .  I  have hear d t hat  some of  t he commi t t ee 
gave up days ( and ni ght s)  of  t hei r  f r ee t i me t o or gani se t r anspor t ,  accommodat i on,  
f ood and wat er .  I t  was al l  a t r emendous success.  The seat s at  t he Oper a wer e wonder -
f ul .  , I t , -; was good t o be : : ent er t ai ned by t he Mel bour ne Wagner  Soci et y wi t h dr i nks dur -
i ng t he ' f i r st  i nt er val .  The pr oduct i on was t r ul y wor t hwi l e,  t he good poi nt s out wei gh-
i ng t he bead by a l ong chal k,  but  as Joseph ( Fer f ogl i a)  sai d,  i t  was Wagner  hi msel f  
who:  won i n t he end- -  t he musi c was super b .  

I t  was : exci t i ng t o'  be i n .  a new t heat r e wi t hver y moder n st age equi pment  ( and a 
wonder f ul  cur t ai n) .  The dept h of  t he st age was al most  " mi nd boggl i ng" .  

The bus was. .  ext r emel y comf or t abl e and what  ot her  bus t r i p woul d have i ncl uded a 
vi deo . of  t he Cher eau Ri ng? 

Many t hanks! ;  When and wher e ar e we goi ng next  t i me? 

9. 12. 85 .  

Penny Scant l ebur y 
Eal i ng .  ' London .  

I  woul d be most  gr at ef ul  i f  you woul d gi ve me t he oppor t uni t y t o -  make some per sonal  
comment s about  Mi chael  Edgel oe' s ar t i cl e,  Wagner i an Fr ust r at i ons i n London' - ,  whi ch 
appear ed i n your  December  i ssue -  t o cor r ect  one or  t wo i naccur aci es,  and al so t o 
r espond t o hi s descr i pt i on of  Paul i ne Ti nsl ey' s r eci t al  f or  t hi s Soci et y .  



Let t er s t o t he Edi t or  Cont i nued.  

Fi r st l y,  t he audi o- vi sual  pr esent at i on of  ' The Rhi negol d'  at  t he Sout h Bank was can-
cel l ed f or  t echni cal  r easons,  not  i ndust r i al  act i on as he suggest s ;  and Li nda Est her  
Gr ay i s not  vi si t i ng Aust r al i a i n 1986,  al t hough she may do so at  a l at er  dat e.  

Secondl y,  i t  i s r at her  opt i mi st i c t o expect  maj or  Wagner i an per f or mances t o coi nci de 
wi t h a f i ve- week vi si t  t o London ( but  a ni ce i dea t hat  we shoul d enj oy such f r e-
quency! ) ,  so I  t hi nk Mr  Edgel oe shoul d f eel  qui t e pl eased t o have seen Wel sh Nat -
i onal  Oper a' s f i ne ' Got t er dammer ung'  ( t he onl y Br i t i sh Ri ng pr oduct i on new t hi s 
decade)  i n Sout hampt on,  whi ch i s but  a t wo- hour  dr i ve f r om London .  

Thi r dl y,  t o condemn Paul i ne Ti nsl ey' s r eci t al  as ' a di sast er '  i s unf ai r .  The r easons 
he gi ves ar e not  ar t i st i c ( apar t  f r om f i ndi ng t he si ngi ng ' unpl easant l y l oud'  -  but  
does he expect  an under power ed Wagner i an sopr ano?!  Coul d he not  have r el ocat ed 
hi msel f  a mor e f avour abl e posi t i on? The bal ance bet ween sol oi st  and pi ano was i deal  
wher e I  sat  and,  as he says,  t he hal l  was not  f ul l ) ,  and seem t o be based on hi s 
expect at i ons of ,  pr ogr amme cont ent  and at t endance f i gur es.  I t  was cl ear  f r om our  pub-
l i ci t y t hat  Mi ss Ti nsl ey st epped i n.  at  ver y shor t  not i ce,  and t her e was no t i me t o 
pr ovi de a f ul l  pr ogr amme ( al t hough f r ee pr ogr amme sheet s wer e pr ovi ded whi ch 
cont ai ned some i nf or mat i on) .  I n vi ew of  her  i mmi nent  depar t ur e t o New Or l eans t o 
si ng Or t r ud i t  woul d have been chur l i sh t o expect  Mi ss Ti nsl ey t o make expl anat or y 
announcement s f or  ever y i t em ( some of  whi ch ar e st andar d oper at i c r eper t oi r e anyway)  
as wel l  as si ngi ng such a f ul l  pr ogr amme of  demandi ng wor ks .  A mi sunder st andi ng 
wi t h t he Hal l  aut hor i t i es r esul t ed i n al l  t he t i cket  money bei ng r et ur ned t o appl i cant s 
on Mi ss Gr ay' s wi t hdr awal .  We di d not  expect  t o f i l l  t he Hal l  ( whi ch I  have never  
seen sol d out ,  even f or  t he,  l i kes of  Jessye Nor man or  Mar gar et  Pr i ce)  and,  i n t he 
ci r cumst ances,  we f eel  a sense of  pr i de i n dr awi ng t he number s we di d t o what  I ' ve 
under st ood f r om ot her  peopl e t hey f ound t o be an enj oyabl e eveni ng .  Our  event s ar e 
not  necessar i l y i nt ended t o make a pr of i t ;  al t hough t hi s was or gani sed as a f und-
r ai si ng event ,  i t  was deci ded t hat  t he pr i me consi der at i on shoul d be t o car r y t hr ough 
t he event  t o r ewar d t he har d wor k of  t he or gani ser ,  especi al l y as we had al r eady 
adver t i sed-  t he or i gi nal  ar t i st  qui t e wi del y and t her e woul d i nevi t abl y be one or  t wo 
peopl e t ur ni ng up on t he ni ght  expect i ng t o at t end a r eci t al .  Rat her  t han a di sast er ,  
i t  i s some achi evement  t o secur e a maj or  ar t i st  at . shor t  not i ce and t o have her  per - .  
f or m such an i nt er est i ng and enj oyabl e ser i es of  wor ks,  i ncl udi ng her  own f i r st  per -
f or mance of  The Wesendonck Li eder !  

11 . 2 . 86.  

Ken MacKenzi e- For bes 
Gener al  Manager ,  The Vi ct or i a St at e Oper a 

Thank you f or  your - l et t er -  concer ni ng t he ver y gener ous donat i on of  $7, 000 f r om The 
Wagner  Soci et y t owar ds'  The Vi ct or i a St at e Oper a' s pr oduct i on of  ' Lohengr i n'  i n 
November /  December  l ast  : year :  As I  i ndi cat ed t o Dr  Hanseh when we met  at  t he f i r st  
ni ght ,  t he company i s deepl y gr at ef ul  f or  t hi s suppor t .  We wer e pl eased t o,  be abl e 
t o show t hi s i n a mor e t angi bl e way by ent er t ai ni ng t he member s of  t he . Soci et y,  who 
had t r avel l ed down'  f r om Sydney t o at t end t he f i nal  per f or mance of  ' Lohengr i n'  on 
December  7 .  

We have ar r anged t o cr edi t  t he.  Soci et y' s donat i on i n our  pr ogr ammes and - br ochur es 
dur i ng t hi s season and wi l l  of  cour se ensur e t hat  t hi s al so appear s i n any f ut ur e 
r evi val s of  t he pr oduct i on .  Gi ven t he magni f i cent  publ i c and cr i t i cal  r esponse t o 
' Lohengr i n'  we ar e conf i dent  i t  won' t  be t oo many seasons bef or e i t  i s seen agai n 
i n Mel bour ne.  

As you ar e no doubt  al so awar e,  The Aust r al i an Oper a ar e cur r ent l y pl anni ng t o i n-
cl ude t o pr oduct i on i n t hei r  1987 Sydney season,  and I  have asked The Aust r al i an 
Oper a t o cr edi t  your  suppor t  i n t hei r  pr ogr ammes f or  ' Lohengr i n' .  

Encl osed i s t he r ecei pt  you r equi r e f or  account i ng pur poses .  

Wi t h best  wi shes .  

27 . 2. 86 .  

6.  
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THE RI NG I N PARI S 

Fr om Dr  Leonar d Hanson i n Par i s Januar y/  Febr uar y 1986 .  

Af t er  30'  year s absence f r om t he t heat r e,  and f i f t y year s f r om t he concer t  pl at f or m,  
Der  Ri ng des Ni bel ungen has j ust  been pr esent ed by t he Nouvel  Or chest r e Phi l har moni que 
de Radi o Fr ance as par t  of  i t s 10t h anni ver sar y cel ebr at i on .  The venue f or  t he f i r st  
cycl e was t he Theat r e des Champs El ysees,  a cl assi c Ar t  Deco st yl e t heat r e wi t h 
del i cat e:: ,  Pr e- Raphael i t e f r escos i n t he f oyer  and ar ound t he hi gh dome of  t he audi t -
or i um.  The l ar ge or chest r a was di st r i but ed down i n st eps f r om t he back of  t he deep 
st age whi ch had been bl ocked of f  wi t h f l at s decor at ed wi t h " t r ompe 1' oei l "  col umns 
t o mat ch t hose of  t he pr osceni um.  The,  st age was ext ended over  t he exi st i ng or chest r a 
pi t  so t hat  al l .  t he i nst r ument s on t hi s gent l y sl opi ng r amp ,  wer e vi si bl e t o t he audi ence 
even f r om;: , - t he st al l s, *  Ther e was l i t t l e space l ef t  f or  t he sol oi st ,  but  t hey managed 
t o make'  _t hei r  per f ect l y t i med ent r i es and exi t s wi t hout  mi shap,  and no space f or  
f l or al  decor at i on,  but  t hi s was compensat ed f or  by t he pr esent at i on of  enour mous bou-
quet s at  t he concl usi on of  each ni ght .  

The conduct or  Mar ek Janowski  al r eady has qui t e a r eput at i on wi t h Wagner ,  one whi ch 
has r ecent l y been . consol i dat ed wi t h hi s r ecor di ng of  t he f ul l  " Ri ng Cycl e"  wi t h t he 
Dr esden, - =St at e-  Or chest r a.  Smal l  i n st at ur e but  ampl e i n ener gy he hel d hi s or chest r a' s 
and audi ence' s at t ent i on t hr oughout  t he ent i r e f our  eveni ngs .  I t  was 6bvi ous much 
pr epar at i on had gone i nt o t hese per f or mances .  I ndeed,  i n 37 days t her e wer e 96 r e-
hear sal s, . >r epr esent i ng 26, 000 hour s wor k f or  t he 140 musi ci ans,  26 sol oi st s and choi r  
of  120, ? Some r ot at i on of  musi ci ans was possi bl e t hus r el i evi ng t he st r ai n on,  and 
al l owi ng =ext r a-  pr epar at i on f or ,  cer t ai n over wor ked i nst r ument s .  

DAS RHEI NGOLD - Fr i day-  t he 31st  of  Januar y 1986.  Fr om t he ver y out set  i t  was evi dent  
t hat  t hi s was goi ng t o be a per f or mance t o be r eckoned wi t h .  Twi ce Janowski  l i f t ed 
hi s bat on onl y t o l ower  i t  agai n because of  some sl i ght  di st ur bi ng noi ce f r om t he 
audi ence-  At :  t he t hi r d at t empt  -  i n compl et e si l ence -  t he f amous " E"  f l at  maj or  cor d 
mat er i al i sed,  and soon devel oped i nt o t he ' r at her  r api dl y f l owi ng Rhei n musi c .  The 
Rhei n Mai dens i n t hei r  t ur n sang t hei r  j oyf ul  phr ases at  a br i sk pace and i n no t i me 
at  al l  Al ber i ch= = sung by - Her mann Becht ,  had made of f  wi t h t he gol d .  The or chest r al  
passage:  l eadi ng t o.  t he second scene,  at  once magi cal  and maj est i c,  was abr upt l y cut  
by t he f i r m voi ce of  Wal t r aud Mei er ,  a ver y shar p- t ongued Fr i cka .  I n ' cont r ast  Roger  
Rol of f  gave a : , , beaut i f ul l y mel l ow and cont r ol l ed ver si on of  t he young Wot an.  The 
r el i abl e. --  Mat t i _ Sal mi nen and Mat t hi as Hol l e gave sol i d account s of  t he gi ant s,  wi t h 
Cher yl ' :  St uder  a vi br ant  Fr ei a .  I t  was Pet er  Schr ei er  however ,  as Loge,  who pr ovi ded 
t he gr eat est  : pl easur e of  t he eveni ng,  wi t h not  onl y a beaut i f ul l y sung'  but  al so wel l  
act ed pot r ayal  of  t hat  sl i pper y t r i ckst er .  Yes,  even i n a concer t  per f or mance,  a good 
si nger  can expr ess t he char act er  of  t he r ol e wi t h body l anguage .  

The or chest r a punct uat ed t he st or y l i ne f or cef ul l y and wi t h ut most  pr eci si on,  and was 
yet  capabl e- ; of . : exqui si t e t ender ness wi t hout  l osi ng i mpet us or  becomi ng cl oyi ng.  The 
per f or mance was : r ounded of f  wi t h a magni f i cent l y pompous ent r y i nt o Val hal l a .  I t  
had t aken onl y - , t wo hour s :  t hi r t een mi nut es,  " but  because of  i t s i nt ensi t y and concen-
t r at i on of  act i on never  seemed r ushed .  These gener al l y f ast er  t i mes wer e t o cont i nue 
t hr oughout ; , Ahe ; Cycl e;  

wher e, - we sat  as par t  of  t he Par i s Wagner  Soci et y' s t heat r e par t y .  

. DI E WALKURE; _- Sunday,  2nd Febr uar y,  1986.  I n cont r ast  t o t he r at her  boi st er ous and 
f ul l - t hr oat ed pl ayi ng of  Das Rhei ngol d,  Di e Wal kur e was appr oached wi t h gr eat  del -
i cacy ~=sb t hat  t he l ar ge or chest r a sounded at  t i mes l i ke a smal l  ensembl e.  The duet  
bet weer r - S egr i mund . ( James Ki ng)  and Si egl i nde ( Ter esa Zyl i s- Gar s)  was memor abl e f or  
t he cont r ast  bet ween hi s gr eat  hel dent enor  and her  l i ght  i t al i anat e l yr i c sopr ano.  I n 
f act ,  of  : al l - , si nger s i n t hi s Cycl e,  she al one seemed i ncapabl e of  mat chi ng t he ot her s 
i n vol umef - but  as" she kept  t he char act er  of  Si egl i nde f r agi l e and vul ner abl e t hr ough-
out ,  t hi s: - was not  ' a dr awback t o her  per f or mance .  

Mat t hi as : . Hol l e as Hundi ng i s now f ar  st r onger  and mor e commandi ng i n t he r ol e t han 
when l ast  ' seem at  Bayr eut h i n 1983,  and must  have one of  t he best  deep bass voi ces 



DI E WALKURE Cont i nued.  

8.  

i n t he oper a wor l d t oday .  Donal d 

 

McI nt yr e gave hi s excel l ent  por t r ayal .  of  Wot an t h,  
one r ecal l s f r om t he Boul ez- Cher eau Ri ng,  and Wal t r aud Mei er  was once mor e a f or n 
i dabi e Fr i cka .  Al t hough her  mask and body r emai ned expr essi onl ess her  voi ce con-
veyed gr eat  emot i on,  wi t h a beaut i f ul l y modul at ed mi ddl e r ange but  wi t h some st r ai n 

I t  was t he ent r y of  Ut e Vi nzi ng ( Br unnhi l de)  t hat  pr ovi ded t he gr eat est  sur pr i se of  
t he eveni ng .  Dr essed i n a gown of  shi mmer i ng met al l i c f abr i c ;  and shunni ng t he musi c 
st and pr ovi ded f or  her ,  she gave out  a voi ce of  enor mous st r engt h and power ,  never  
t o be cover ed by t he :  huge or chest r a behi nd her .  The emot i on i n t he voi ce was accor t  
pani ed by sui t abl e body gest ur es,  and wi t h her .  gener al  ai r  of  gr eat  conf i dence i n 
t he r ol e she showed her sel f  t o be one of  t he gr eat  Br unnhi l des of  our  t i me .  So i n-
t ense was t he i nt er pl ay of  voi ces and or chest r a at  t he cl i mact i c " Leb'  wohl "  near  
t he end of  t he oper a t hat  t her e was har dl y a dr y eye i n t he t heat r e.  

No r evi ew of  t hi s oper a woul d be compl et e wi t hout  a wor d about  t he Val kyr i es i n 
Act  I I I ,  f or  r ar el y does one f i nd 8 sopr anos of  such uni f or ml y hi gh-  st andar d and 
st r engt h .  I ndi vi dual l y each voi ce was a del i ght  t o t he ear ,  but  col l ect i vel y t he vol  
ume and i nt ensi t y of  sound was such`  t hat  i t  woul d have put  f ear  i nt o t he hear t  of  
t he br avest  war r i or .  

Act  I  br ought  yet  anot her  new si nger  on st age -  Hei nz Jur gen Demi t z i n t he r ol e of  -  
Gunt her .  Hi s t al l  and yout hf ul l  f eat ur es'  physi cal l y sui t ed t he par t ,  and hi s voi ce 
was no- di sappoi nt ment ,  bei ng equal l y st r ong and expr essi ve,  and a good mat ch f or  
Her mann Becht ' s exper i enced Al ber i cht .  I t  al so bl ended ver y wel l  wi t h Wi l l i am Johns 
f ul l  and open t enor  voi ce i n t he Bl ood- Br ot her hood scene .  The Gut r une as sung by 
Sophi a Lar son was a sheer  del i ght  -  wher e ar e al l  t hese new si nger s comi ng f r om? 

SI EGFRI ED Wednesday,  5t h Febr uar y ' 86.  I f  not hi ng el se,  a concer t  per f or mance of  a 
oper a i s an i nsi ght  t o t he geni us of  t he composer ,  whose musi c i s t oo of t en t hese dal  
onl y hear d on r ecor di ngs or  f r om an or chest r a pi t .  To see t he wr i t t en not es execut es 
on t he i nst r ument s i s a r evol ut i on,  and t he pr el udes t o t he t hr ee act s of  Si egf r i ed ai  
no except i on .  The magi cal  i nt er pl ay of  l ei t mot i f s f l i t  f r om one sect i on of  t he or chest r  
t o anot her ,  somet i mes f eat her - l i ght ,  ot her t i mes wi t h enor mous vi gor .  

Gr aham Cl ar k was an excel l ent  Mi me,  l i vi ng ever y wor d of  hi s scr i pt ,  and si ngi ng 
wi t h gr eat  ' subt l et y and wi t .  He had t o be good,  because he was pi t t ed agai nst  t wo 
gr eat  si nger s,  Donal d McI nt yr e cont i nui ng hi s r ol e of  t he Wander er ,  and Wi l l i am Johns'  
a hel dent enor  dest i ned t o car r y-  on t he t r adi t i on of  t he gr eat  Si egf r i eds of  t he past :  
Wi t h.  a beaut y,  cont r ol  and f aci l i t y of  such a bi g voi ce he has al so t he abi l i t y t o 
sust ai n,  hi s , per f or mance wi t hout  si gns of  st r ai n .  Ther e was no f at i gue even as he was 
f ol l owi ng t he wood- bi r d ( sung del i ght f ul l y,  but  r at her  di st r act i ngl y hi gh up i n a r ear  
bal cony,  by,  Susan Rober t s)  and br i ngi ng t he l ong Act  I I  t o i t s ener get i c cl ose .  Si eg-
f r i ed' s awakeni ng of  Br unnhi l de ( Ut e Vi nzi ng agai n)  and t he l ove duet ,  wi t h t hese -  
t wo st r ong si nger s,  and t he ext r aor di nar i l y br i l l i ant  or chest r al  accompani ment  was a 
spi ne- t i ngl i ng moment .  

Wal t r aud Mei er  cont i nued her  st r ong per f or mances,  t hi s t i me i n t he r ol e of  Wal t r aut e,  
and Mat t i  Sal mi nnen made hi s r eappear ance,  i n Act  I I ,  as Al ber i ch,  wi t h gr eat  i mpac 
I t  needed onl y Ut e Vi nzi ng' s, gr and voi ce t o j oi n t hi s st r ong cast  on t he st age t o br i  
t hi s act  t o ? t empest uous concl usi on .  Some peopl e may comment  on her  f aci al  manner i  
or  on . her  excessi ve emphasi s of  f i nal  consonant s,  but  t echni cal l y her  voi ce,  t hough 
l i t t l e heavy f or  t hi s r ol e at  t i mes,  i nvi t es l i t t l e : cr i t i ci sm.  Her  achi evement  i n si ngi n 
t hr ough t he t hr ee ni ght s wi t hout  a scor e or  any pr ompt i ng was as her i oc as t he r ol e 
she por t r ayed .  Si mi l ar l y one coul d pi ck mi nor  f aul t s wot h t he or chest r a -  mi ssed 
not es i n t he br ass. ,  poor l y t i med ent r i es et c . ,  but  t hey wer e r ar e and l ost  i n t he 
over al l  i mpact  of  a f i r st  cl ass or chest r a pl ayi ng under  a conduct or  of  geni us.  

and vi br at o i n t he hi gher  t essi t ur a.  '  

GOTTERDAMMERUNG Sat ur day,  8t h Febr uar y ' 86.  The t r i o of  Nor ns,  Cor nel i a Wul kopf ,  
Wal t r aud Mei er  and Sophi a Lar son r ecount ed t hei r  t al e wi t h gr eat  cl ar i t y'  and i n .  st r ong 
cl ear  voi ces .  Nor  was :  t her e any di sappoi nt ment  i n t he Dawn scene wi t h,  Si egf r i ed and 
Br unnhi l de, :  t hei r  voi ces,  bl endi ng beaut i f ul l y as i n t he pr evi ous concer t ,  and t he 
or chest r a br i ngi ng gr eat  exci t ement  t o t he cl i max of  Si egf r i ed' s depar t ur e.  


