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PRESIDENT'S REPORT

The month of January 1983 was dominated by the personality of Leonie
Rysanek, that dynamic Prima Donna of the Vienna State Opera, who came to
Sydney to sing the titlie role in "Tosca".. Madame Rysanek's long career
in Wagnerian roles gave us special reason to pay tribute to her, and
honour her with honorary life membership of the Society. in fact, it was
Leonie and her husband Ernst-Ludwig Gaussmann who honoured us with their
gracious presence, and interest in our work, and it was such a pity that
so few members turned up at the dinner to witness it. Their gift to us,

the book of the making of the film 'Elektra', will illustrate the stature
of our guests (it is kepf at the Wagner Society Office for all members
to see) so perhaps next time they return to Sydney, they will receive

from us the whole-hearted response they deserve.

February has been an equally exciting month, the inauguration of the
Wagner Society Scholarship being the high-lights This prize is being
given in conjunction with the Metropolitan Opera Auditions conducted by
Opera Foundation Australia, so that it ensures that the most capable
young singers are eligible. Apart from aiding pronising singers in Their
careers, the scholarship should provide for the future a healthy band of
well trained. artists to perform in the growing number of Wagnerian Operas
"being staged by its various Australian opera companies. One such singer,
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Lisa Gasteen, regional winner in last year's auditions, gave a farewel!

recital on the 11th February, Lefore flying To Los Angyeles for the finals. ‘ ‘
Her rendition of Elsa's dream showed what a fine voice she has, one we
are sure to hear more of in. the {future.

The first ordinary general meeting takes place on March 15th. Please
come along, not only with your ideas and suggestions for a more active
society, but also with offers fto help your hardworking committee in its
management s

Leonard Hansen

DiNHER _IN HOMOUR OF LEONIE RYSANEK

Menbers of The Society and the Opera Cuild cnjoyedba very pleasant Dinner
T the Wentworth Hotel on February 5th - our Guest of Honour was Leonie
u/sanbk who was accompan-ied by her husband, Dr., Gausmann.

Prior to the Dinner, guests had the opportunity of speaking to Madame.
Pyaanek at some length. During dinner, our President, Dr. Hansen, gave a

witty survey of Leonie Rysanek's career, with some rmusical examples worked
inio the speech, with the aid of tape recordingss

Madame.Rysanek.Then spoke briefly and answered questions from the floor.

She was particularly inferesting on the discipline needed to be a singer,

especially with regard fo life style - moderation in all things except

~workl In This context it is inferesting to note that this Dinner was the .
cnly social function she atfended during her Sydney visit. She also

feels that young singers run the risk of too rapid promotion, with

consequently a short career and no voice even before they reached her

ages

Both she and her husband enjoyed Australia greatly - our sun is always
popular - and good news, shc has been invited to sing SIEGLINDE in two
yoars Timel Watch This space for further newst

Richard King then presented a hand coloured drawing by Robert Emerson
Curtis of The Opera House, as a gift from the Society. After dinner we
vere able to have programmes and records aufographed and mix -informally
with friends over coffoe. |1 was a wonderful evening with a great artist,

who impressed with her integrity and dedication and her vory Viennese
charm.

DHoTonraohs‘of The evening are available dnd may bo viewed at The Print
Reom where orders can be takens

Suc Kelly

his year®s "alternative BAYREUTHY ¢got off to a fine start with a wonderful’
oclformancp of "The Flyiny Dutchman", with DIETRICH FISCHER-DIESKAU in
The titie rolce. The disappointing aspoct of an otherwise Thoroughly ‘
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cnjoyable afternoon was ThaT‘only sixteen pcople attended. This was
particularly distressing for committes man Jean-Louis Stuurop, who puts
much time and cffort into supplying and setting up of the first-rate

Hi-Fi cquipment, and arranges with the Concordia Club for the freo use of
the music room. In fact,; if numbers do not improve at next month's
session, he will have to abandon the project altogether, which would be a

great loss to the Socicty, and in particular fo thosc¢ members who would
otherwise not be able to hear Wagnerfs great works played as if in an
Opera housco

The program planned for the next five months is tailored cspecial ly for
the benefit of those lucky members going to Bayreuth in August. |f one

is spending so much moncy in going to sce those operas in the ideal
conditions of the Fustspieclhaus, it only makes sense to improve one's

know ledge -of them as much as possible beforchand, in order to gain maximum
enjoyment of the actual iive performancoes.

At the Concordia Club, apart from familiarisation of music and fText,

there is The added benefit of discussion over coffee, and lack of
interruptions from telephone, family and ncighbours, as happens when one

frics to play a wholc opera at home. You can also use the dining room
for tunch at 12,30 p.m.

Lotts scc a few more appreciative faces enjoying Wagner's music with
their fellow cnthusiasts from now on! Tne program is as follows:

Sunday, 20th March at 2,00 p.m. - Das Rhcingold

Friday, Ist April at 1.30 p.m. A spucial performance of Bach's

’ St. Mathow Passion, with Fischor--
Dieskau and Peter Poars, conductor
Klempcrer -

Sunday, 17th April at 1.30 p.m. - Dic Walkure '
" "~ NoBo The Solti version of fhe Ring
will bc usude

Sunday, 29th May.at 1.30 p.fi. - Sicgfried

Sunday, 19th Junc at 1.30 p.m. = Gotturdammeruny

Sunday, 17th July at 1.30 p.m. = Tristan und Isolde
A new recording, conductor Klciber

ART EXHIBITION

MNicholai von Tonslamann has completed scveral new paintings on Wagnerian
themes, including Tannhauscr, Parsifal, and Tristan Und lsolde. These
will be exhibited, along with some other works, at thoe Lanrick Gallery,
52 Macpherson Streot, Waverley, from Tucsday, 22nd March 1983.

Members arc welcome fo attend the official oponihg, but should notify the

“gallery of their intention, by ringing 389-4338.




PAGE 4 ’ THE VAGHER SOCIETY MARCH 1983

GERMAN LANGUAGE COURSE

For thosc lucky membors who are planning to visit bayrouth this 'year, now
is the timo to brush up on your German - not just so you will know how to
order off a menu filet of buef instuad of calf brains, but so that you
can follow the words of the operas more casilye

Our mocmbor sathew gyrne, rucently arrived in Australia from Germany, will
give coaching classes for beginnors and advanced learncrs on Tuesday
cvenings, at the Print Room, 141 Dowling Strect, Yool loomooloou, from 7.30
pofic To 930 porio

The fees arc yelt To be arranged and will dopend on the numbor of
participants. |f you arc inturestod at all, cven if The above mentioned
Times arc not suitable, please ring tThe office and iet us know. Spunding
a few hours over the next months on German pronunciation and vocabulary
will wake a big difference to your cnjoyment of the tour in Augusts

LO0OK NEWS

Professor Michael Ewans, who talked fTo us last year and roturns to addruss
the Society in July, has had his book '"Wagner and Acschylus™ releasced in
Australia. |1 is published by Faboer & Faber, and distributed by Penguin,
and sounds like the ideal book to take for that long planc trip To Europe!

ANNUAL RAFFLE

Enclosud with this noewsletter you will find a book of raffle tickets, to
be sold and returned in time for drawing on Friday, 20th May. Plcasc try
your hardest to scll all the tickets (more are avaitable on request) and
so aid The Scholarship Fund, to which all profits of the raffle will gos

The prizos, you will scoe, are quite oxciting, and the chance of a win
certainly makes giving away a foew dollars to charity more interesting.

ALTERATION TO FUNCTION DATE

I+ is disappointing to have to announce that Sir Charles Mackerras wil l
not now be ygiving his talk to the Socicty as planncd this ycar, duc Yo
his comitrients with the A.B.C. and The Symphony Orchestrae

An altornative function has becn arranged for Monday, 2nd may, The guest
spoaker being Mrs Connet! Byrne, an Australian ftenor who. has made his
singing carcer in Europe, and is roeturning for a scason with the Tasmanian
Opcera Companys

Mro Byrne's talk will deal with the challenges facing a tenor in Wagnerian
rotos, a ficld with which Mr. Byrne has had great. oxperience, in as iuch
as he has sung roles as diverse as Rienzi and Walther von Stolzing. His
reportoire of over 50 roles covers composcrs from the baroque to the
contemporarys

continucd peb
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