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Sept ember  1984 

A WAGNER NI GHT OF A DI FFERENT KI ND 

DENI S CONDON,  wi t h char act er i st i c ki ndness and hi s i ndef at i gabl e ent husi asm 
has agai n of f er ed t he Wagner  Soci et y an eveni ng of  musi c on hi s r epr oduci ng 
pi anos .  

Those who came t o Ampi co Tower s on t he pr evi ous occasi on,  r emember  t he 
f asci nat i on and t he pl easur e of  t he exper i ence of  l i st eni ng t o t he wor ks 
of  Wagner  ( and ot her s) ,  t r anscr i bed f or  pi ano and pl ayed by wel l  known 
pi ani st s .  

Number s ar e l i mi t ed,  so t o be sur e of  a pl ace 

cal l  358 19 19 as soon a" ossi bl e 

ADDRESS:  

 

47 St at i on St r eet ,  NEWTOWN.  
DATE:  

 

9t h November  
Ti me:  

 

7 . 30 p. m.  

Supper  ( cof f ee and cake)  wi l l  be ser ved .  
Ther e wi l l  be no:  char ge,  but  a smal l  donat i on-

t owar ds expenses woul d be appr eci at ed .  

LOVE OR POWER -  THE FATAL CHOI CE 

Pr eci s of  Tal k pr epar ed by Mi ss: - : Susan Macker r as .  
and gi ven t o member s by Si r  Char l es Macker r as .  

Wagner ' s use of  t he mot i ve known as t he Renunci at i on of  l ove ( by Bar on 
Wal zogen)  at  t he moment  when Si egmund pul l s t he swor d out  of  t he t r ee,  
has puzzl ed oper a- goer s and cr i t i cs f or  t he past  cent ur y.  

However ,  a car ef ul  st udy of  t he usage of  t hi s mot i ve t hr oughout  t he Ri ng 
wi l l  show t hat  t he phr ase does not  descr i be t he r enunci at i on of  l ove at  
al l ,  and t hat  Wagner  was bei ng qui t e consi st ent .  

The mot i ve i n quest i on i s f i r st  hear d when Wagl i nde r emi nds her  si st er s 
t hat  onl y he who f or swear s Love' s Power  can mast er  t he magi c t o make a 
r i ng out  of  t he-: gol d: "  ' ' Wel l gunde . has al r eady t ol d Al ber i ch t hat  t hi s 
r i ng wi l l  conf er  Mast er y of  t he- Wor l d on i t s f or ger .  

Thus,  Wor l d Mast er y,  or  Absol ut e Power , :  can onl y be won by r enounci ng 
l ove ;  but  t he conver se i s al so t r ue.  He who woul d l ove and be l oved,  
must  r enounce t he desi r e f or  absol ut e power  and domi nat i on over  ot her s .  
The t wo ar e i ncompat i bl e .  

 

;  

von 

Most  of  t he- maj or _pr ot agoni st s i n t he " Ri ng" - ar e of f er ed t he " Choi ce 
bet weenyLove ==end - Power "  and t hi s i s what  t he mot i ve i n quest i on r epr esent s .  
Thi s Choi ce=i s' =t he cent r al  t heme of  t he musci c- dr ama .  Wagner  shows us 
t hat  t he hunger  f or  power - - br i ngs- dest r uct i on,  but  t hat  l ove br i ngs l i f e and 
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r enewal .  I ndeed Wagner  expr essed t hi s i nt ent i on i n one of  hi s l et t er s 
and al t hough many mot i ves r epr esent i ng ei t her  l ove or  power  i n t hei r  
var i ous aspect s have been named,  t he mot i ve whi ch pr esent s t hese t wo 
f or ces as t he opposi t e of  each ot her  has not  yet  been i dent i f i ed .  

I n f ut ur e,  I  shal l  r ef er  t o t he mot i ve pr evi ousl y cal l ed t he " Renunci at i on 
of  Hope"  as t he " Choi ce Mot i ve" .  

The Choi ce Mot i ve occur s mor e t han 40 t i mes dur i ng t he " Ri ng"  and consi st s 
of  t wo par t s .  The f i r st  par t  i s t he wel l - known passage sung by Wagl i nde 
quot ed above and i s used when t he char act er s ar e act i vel y choosi ng ei t her  
l ove or  power .  The second par t  i s l ess wel l - known,  al t hough i t  occur s 
mor e of t en t han t he f i r st .  I t  i s a sad,  def eat ed- soundi ng phr ase of  si x 
descendi ng not es and f i r st  hear d dur i ng Loge' s Nar r at i ve t o t he wor ds 
" f ur  Wei bes Wonne und . Wer t h" - and t ends t o be used ei t her  i n a r et r ospect i ve 
sense or  when t he Choi ce of  Power ,  not  Love,  has been f or ced by ci r cumst ance .  
The ent i r e mot i ve wi t h bot h par t s i s r ar el y hear d -  t he moment  when Wot an 
ki sses away Br unnhi l de' s god head i s such an occasi on.  

Ther e i s onl y one mot i ve der i ved f r om t he Choi ce Mot i ve,  t he Sur r ender  
Mot i ve ( cal l ed Hi  ngebung i  n Ger man) .  

 

I t  occur s . f or  t he f i r st  t i me i  n 
t he second sect i on of  Loge' s Nar r at i ve t o t he wor ds " al s Wei bes Wonne and 
Wer t h . "  

 

I t  i s vi r t ual l y i dent i cal  t o t he second par t  of  t he Choi ce Mot i ve 
except  t hat  t her e i s a t r i l l  on t he t hi r d not e whi ch t r ansf or ms t he 
dej ect ed sense of  t he par ent  mot i ve t o a mor e posi t i ve and i deal i st i c 
char act er .  I t  i s used t o por t r ay t he devot i on bet ween men and women and 
occur s qui t e f r equent l y i n _Act - . 3 of  " Si egf r i ed . "  

Ther e ar e a number  of  occasi ons when t he Choi ce Mot i ve i s used and Love,  
not  Power ,  i s bei ng chosen .  For  exampl e,  when Fasal t  says he was pr epar ed 
t o bui l d Val hal l a,  Wot an' s Seat  of  Power ,  i n exchange f or  Fr ei a,  when 
Wot an gi ves up t he Ri ng t o r ansom Fr ei a,  when Br unnhi l de asks Si egmund t o 
ent r ust  Si egl i nde t o her ,  and when Wot an al l ows Si egf r i ed t o pass af t er  
t he spear  has been br oken ( her e Wot an i s acknowl edgi ng t hat  t he ol d age 
of  r ul e by mi ght  i s over ) .  The mot i ve i s hear d i n f ul l  when Br unnhi l de 
t el l s Wal t r aude t hat  she wi l l  not  r et ur n t he Ri ng t o t he Rhi ne mai dens 
because i t  r epr esent s Sei gf r i ed' s l ove.  

To f ul l y under st and t he use of  =t he Ch6i  ce . . Mot i ve - when ;. , Si  egmund p_ul . l  s t he 
swor d out  of  t he t r ee,  i  t  i  s necessar y - t o . consi der  anot her _ mot i  ve f i  r st  -  
one cal l ed t he " Pur pose of  t he Swor d" - Mot i ve by Der r yk Cooke. ; ~ 

At  t he end of  " Das Rhei ngol d" , _Wot an i s f aced wi t h a di l emma - , i f  ever  
Al ber i ch r egai ns t he Ri ng,  t he gods and t he wor l d ar e doomed t o a l ovel ess 
exi st ence,  but  Wot an hi msel f  cannot  r et r i eve t he r i ng f r om Faf ner  because 
he i s bound by hi s bar gai n.  So he pl ans t o beget  a r ace . . of  her oes who,  
dr i ven by t hei r  need yet  f r ee f r om hi s gui dance,  wi l l  wi n t he Ri ng back 
f or  hi m.  Thi s i s t he meant ng of  t he Pur pose of  t he Swor d mot i . ves -'; whi ch 
occur s f or  t he f i r st  t i me wi t h- . t he Swor d Mot i ve as Wot an gr eet s- , Val hal l a 
" So- gr uss i ch di e Bur g,  si cher  vor  Bang and Gr aun" .  - I t  r eappear s l at er ,  
when Si egmund,  si t t i ng by t he f i r e,  r ecal l s t he - swor d hi s f at her  pr omi sed 
hi m i n hi s hour  of  need.  
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Thi s mot i ve appear s f or  t he t hi r d t i me f ol l owed by t he Choi ce Mot i ve as 
Si egmund pul l s t he swor d out  of  t he t r ee .  As Si egmund says " Wal se ver hi ess 
mi r  i n Lochst er  Not h" ,  t he musi c r emi nds us t hat  Wot an i nt ended Si egmund 
t o use t he swor d t o wi n back t he Ri ng,  but  Si egmund t hen announces t hat  
" Hei l i gst er  Mi nne Hochst e Not h"  wi l l  be hi s i nspi r at i on .  He i s r enounci ng 
Wot an and t he quest  f or  Wor l d Mast er y i n f avour  of  uphol di ng t he val ue of  
Love i n t he Wor l d.  

The use of  t he Choi ce Mot i ve at  t hi s poi nt  i s t her ef or e not  onl y l ogi cal ,  
but  al so r et ur ns t he at t ent i on of  t he audi ence t o t he cent r al  t heme of  
t he dr ama and of  Li f e i t sel f .  

BOOKI NG SLI P :  TALK BY PROFESSOR MI CHAEL EWANS 
" Wagner  and Hi s Successor s" _: ! _ 

Goet he I nst i t ut e,  90 Ocean,  St r eet ,  Wool l ahr a 
.  

 

' Monoav. _,  24 h Sept ember  at  - C30 pm 

S.  Macker r as 
17/ 5/ 84 .  

Pl ease r eser ve me 

 

seat s @ $3 member '  or  $1 st udent s/ pensi oner s 

NAME:  

 

MEMBER NO.  

ADDRESS:  

PHONE N0 :  " " ~:  


