
 
WAGNER SOCIETY NEWS 5, 18/09/2020 
 
 
 
Dear Wagner Society members and friends 
 

Wagner Society NSW website 
Wagner Society NSW facebook page 

Wagner Society NSW YouTube channel 
 
 

  REMINDER RE NEXT EVENT: Sunday 27 September 2020, 
4 - 5.30pm - by Zoom 
 
Tabatha McFadyen will speak about singing and directing  
 
As it is not possible to hold events in person at present, the Society would like to trial 
holding an event by Zoom. For those who have not done this before, helpful advice 
and suggested YouTube videos appear further down.   
 
This event will be free (although donations would be welcomed!) 
 
If you plan to participate in this ZOOM event and you haven’t already advised 
us, please let us know by replying to this email.  
 
 

 
 
 
Originally trained as a classical singer, Tabatha McFadyen is now primarily active as 
a director of both opera and theatre. Tabatha’s first engagement with Opera Australia 
was in 2015 as an extra chorister in Graeme Murphy’s production of Turandot. In 
2020, Tabatha returned to the company as a Trainee Director, under the umbrella of 



the Opera Australia Young Artist Programme. This would involve directing a new 
production of Rembrandt’s Wife by Australian composer Andrew Ford, and acting as 
Assistant Director in productions of La Traviata (Handa Opera on Sydney Harbour), 
La Juive and Lohengrin. Unfortunately all were postponed or cancelled due to the 
coronavirus. 
 
Tabatha made her directorial debut with Shakespeare’s Hamlet in the Brisbane 
Shakespeare Festival in October 2019. As an assistant director, she has worked 
alongside directors such as Barrie Kosky (Frühlingsstürme, Komische Oper Berlin, 
2020), Tomo Sugao (Götterdämmerung, Mainfranken Theater, Würzburg, 2019, for 
which Tabatha received Wagner Society in NSW funding assistance) and Tama 
Matheson (Brian Howard’s Metamorphosis, Opera Australia, 2018; and Menotti’s 
Amahl and the Night Visitors, Manuel Theatre, Malta, 2018.) 
 
Tabatha also actively engages as a performer, most recently featuring as the 
soprano soloist in A Christmas Carol in the Royal Albert Hall (Words and Music), and 
jumping in for the Sydney season of Metamorphosis as Greta. She has performed 
with conductors such as Johannes Fritzsch, Giordano Bellincampi and Vladimir 
Ashkenazy, and also, having a particular bent towards contemporary composition, 
with some of Australia’s finest chamber musicians. She has been a finalist in the 
Australian Singing Competition, the Hans Gabor Belvedere International Singing 
Competition (Latvia), and was the first prize winner of the 49th International Antonin 
Dvorak Singing Competition. She also won the National Liederfest and the Mietta 
Song Prize with long-time musical collaborator, Alex Raineri. Tabatha managed to 
complete both a Bachelor of Music with First Class Honours and a Graduate 
Certificate in Opera at Queensland Conservatorium, Griffith University, which she 
followed with post-graduate study at the Universität Mozarteum, Salzburg. 
 
 
ZOOM 
 
1) first you’ll need to download the free ZOOM app at https://zoom.us/   
 

 
 
 
2) Then, just before the event, a link will be emailed to you. You can join the meeting 
a couple of ways: 
 
- click on the link which will activate the ZOOM app, click on the blue JOIN button, 
paste the link in the first field and click JOIN. 
 
or 
 
- copy the link, click on the ZOOM icon, click on the blue JOIN button, paste the link 



in the first field and click JOIN. 
 
 
For more help, there are various YouTube videos available, e.g.  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iagJnvy6lLY  - re downloading the app and 
joining a meeting 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6fIYWnfTc5o - re joining a meeting 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OD2aDKzfZWk - re joining a meeting 
 
 
 
 

 EVENT ON SUNDAY 18 OCTOBER 2020, 4 - 5.30pm - by 
Zoom 
 
Beyond the opera house: CS Lewis & Wagner Reception in 
Edwardian Britain, by Dr David Larkin 
 
 

 
 
About Dr Larkin's talk: 
In his autobiography Surprised by Joy, C. S. Lewis (1898-1963) memorably 
described how the chance sight of one of Arthur Rackham’s Ring Cycle drawings in 



his teenage years was a life-changing event, when a feeling of ‘pure “Northernness” 
engulfed [him]’. After reading prose summaries and verse translations of the Ring, he 
wrote a lengthy poem based on the plot of Rheingold. Although he was on his own 
admission a ‘layman [with] no music education’, Lewis even penned a short essay on 
the composer in his adolescence. He also chased up the recordings of Wagnerian 
‘highlights’ which were in circulation at the time. However, it was not until 1918, long 
after the essay was written, that he finally experienced Die Walküre in full in the 
theatre.  
  
Lewis was far from being the first British literary figure to conceive a passion for 
Wagner: in the preceding decades writers as different as E. M. Forster, Ford Madox 
Ford and Virginia Woolf had all succumbed to the spell of the music dramas, at least 
for a time. However, Lewis’s path to Wagner differs from theirs in one significant way: 
it was not sparked off by an immersive theatrical experience. Getting acquainted with 
Wagner via pictorial and literary channels was in fact quite easy, given how saturated 
the media were with all things Wagnerian in the early 1900s. Yet it was the existence 
of recorded excerpts which provided a crucial new avenue of approach, without 
which his enthusiasm would certainly have faltered. In my talk, I will retrace Lewis’s 
journey, with special attention given to what was available on sound recordings 
before World War I. Lewis thus serves as an early instance of how the gramophone 
created new audiences for Wagner.  
 
About Dr Larkin: 
David Larkin is a senior lecturer in musicology at the Sydney Conservatorium of 
Music, University of Sydney, specialising in nineteenth-century music. He joined the 
University in 2010, after two years as a postdoctoral research fellow attached to the 
School of Music, University College Dublin sponsored by the Irish Research Council 
for the Humanities and Social Sciences.  
  
His music education began at the Royal Irish Academy of Music in Dublin, where he 
studied piano, violin and organ. He graduated from University College Dublin in 1999 
with a first-class honours BMus degree, and in 2002 was awarded the MLitt degree 
with distinction for a thesis exploring the musical and personal connections between 
Liszt and Wagner. In 2007, he gained his PhD from the University of Cambridge for a 
dissertation entitled ‘Reshaping the Liszt-Wagner Legacy: Intertextual Dynamics in 
Strauss’s Tone Poems.’ 
  
Dr Larkin's previous presentations to the Wagner Society in NSW include: 
• a Seminar on Die Meistersinger von Nürnberg (21 October 2018) - This seminar 

was illustrated with musical extracts put together by Warwick Fyfe, singing 
Beckmesser and featuring him along with other Opera Australia singers Shane 
Lowrencev, Donna Balson and Dean Bassett accompanied by Thomas 
Johnson 

• a Seminar on Parsifal (30 July 2017) - in which Eleanor Greenwood (who sang 
Kundry), Warwick Fyfe (who sang Klingsor) & Bradley Gilchrist (pianist) 
performed an extract from Act 2 of Parsifal. 

• Exploring Tristan und Isolde: a workshop – An Unresolved Enigma (14 June 2015). 
 
 
 
 



NEW ON THE Wagner Society NSW YouTube channel 
 
— New Subscribers 
Thank you to the 6 new subscribers since the last email. For those interested, you 
need a Google account to be able to do this. 
 
 
— Wagner Society concert ‘Wagner and Beyond” on 4 May 2014 - 
videos of performances by soprano Emilie Lemasson and baritone 
David Greco, pianist Michael Curtain 
 
 

 

 
Photo from the concert: (L-R) Leona Geeves, Mikey Curtain (pianist), Catherine 
Bouchier, David Greco, Gigi Daniel, Emilie Lemasson & Matthew Reardon 
 
 
Emilie Lemasson: 
 
https://youtu.be/GxAdFTCtnyY  'Tout n'est qu'images fugitives’, Wagner 
 
https://youtu.be/SG3jNnJhkIo  'Und ob die Wolke sie verhülle' from 'Die Freischütz’, 
Weber 
  
https://youtu.be/mtyDI4XROro  ‘L’Attente’, Wagner 
 
https://youtu.be/7lQkWi3PHPQ  ‘Mignonne’, Wagner 



 
https://youtu.be/7YUkQhEfhxQ  'Dors, mon enfant’, Wagner 
 
 
David Greco: 
 
https://youtu.be/EOFMFBVykBA  'Exstase' by Duparc 
 
 
	
	

	METROPOLITAN OPERA 
	
You might like to sign up for the Metropolitan Opera's live webinar on ‘Score-
reading: Wagner’s Tristan und Isolde’ at 
https://metguild.thinkific.com/courses/score-reading-wagner-tristan  
 
US date/time: Tuesday, October 13 at 5:30PM EST. Charge is $40. 
 
 
 
 
Regards from the President and Committee of Wagner Society NSW.	



Dear Wagner Society members and friends

Wagner Society NSW website

Wagner Society NSW facebook page

Wagner Society NSW YouTube channel

  NEXT EVENT: Tabatha McFadyen will talk about singing and directing, 4 - 5.30pm, 

Sunday 27 September 2020 - by ZOOM

As it is not possible to hold events in person at present, the Society would like to trial holding an event by 
Zoom. For those who have not done this before, helpful advice and suggested YouTube videos appear 
further down.  

If you plan to participate in this ZOOM event, please let us know by replying to this email. 

Originally trained as a classical singer, Tabatha McFadyen is now primarily active as a director of both 
opera and theatre. Tabatha’s first engagement with Opera Australia was in 2015 as an extra chorister in 
Graeme Murphy’s production of Turandot. In 2020, Tabatha returned to the company as a Trainee Director, 
under the umbrella of the Opera Australia Young Artist Programme. This would involve directing a new 
production of Rembrandt’s Wife by Australian composer Andrew Ford, and acting as Assistant Director in 
productions of La Traviata (Handa Opera on Sydney Harbour), La Juive and Lohengrin. Unfortunately all 
were postponed or cancelled due to the coronavirus.

Tabatha made her directorial debut with Shakespeare’s Hamlet in the Brisbane Shakespeare Festival in 
October 2019. As an assistant director, she has worked alongside directors such as Barrie Kosky 
(Frühlingsstürme, Komische Oper Berlin, 2020), Tomo Sugao (Götterdämmerung, Mainfranken Theater, 
Würzburg, 2019, for which Tabatha received Wagner Society in NSW funding assistance) and Tama 
Matheson (Brian Howard’s Metamorphosis, Opera Australia, 2018; and Menotti’s Amahl and the Night 
Visitors, Manuel Theatre, Malta, 2018.)

Tabatha also actively engages as a performer, most recently featuring as the soprano soloist in A Christmas 
Carol in the Royal Albert Hall (Words and Music), and jumping in for the Sydney season of Metamorphosis 
as Greta. She has performed with conductors such as Johannes Fritzsch, Giordano Bellincampi and 
Vladimir Ashkenazy, and also, having a particular bent towards contemporary composition, with some of 
Australia’s finest chamber musicians. She has been a finalist in the Australian Singing Competition, the 
Hans Gabor Belvedere International Singing Competition (Latvia), and was the first prize winner of the 49th 
International Antonin Dvorak Singing Competition. She also won the National Liederfest and the Mietta 
Song Prize with long-time musical collaborator, Alex Raineri. Tabatha managed to complete both a Bachelor 
of Music with First Class Honours and a Graduate Certificate in Opera at Queensland Conservatorium, 
Griffith University, which she followed with post-graduate study at the Universität Mozarteum, Salzburg.

http://wagner.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/WagnerNSW/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpgwUznzAzNdUkP2JK1cDew/


ZOOM

1) first you’ll need to download the free ZOOM app at https://zoom.us/  

2) Then, just before the event, a link will be emailed to you. You can join the meeting a couple of ways:

- click on the link which will activate the ZOOM app, click on the blue JOIN button, paste the link in the first 
field and click JOIN.

or

- copy the link, click on the ZOOM icon, click on the blue JOIN button, paste the link in the first field and 
click JOIN.

For more help, there are various YouTube videos available, e.g. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iagJnvy6lLY  - re downloading the app and joining a meeting

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6fIYWnfTc5o - re joining a meeting

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OD2aDKzfZWk - re joining a meeting

Future events by ZOOM

4 - 5.30pm, Sunday 18 October 2020: David Larkin

4 - 5.30pm, Sunday 22 or Sunday 29 November 2020: speaker and date to be confirmed

Freelance Artist Relief Australia (FARA)

https://zoom.us/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iagJnvy6lLY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6fIYWnfTc5o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OD2aDKzfZWk


Freelance Artist Relief Australia (FARA)

Your Wagner Society in NSW is an enthusiastic supporter of a new venture, the Freelance Artist Relief 
Australia (FARA), established by Nicole Car in this time of crisis to provide emergency assistance to 
Australian classical singers.  We see this as an opportunity to extend our support of young (up and coming) 
Wagnerian singers into a larger network to channel assistance through FARA to Wagnerian singers. We 
would like to enter into negotiations with FARA regarding potential Zoom presentations and eventually live 
concerts in return for our sponsorship/donations.
 
It is our intention to raise sufficient donations (which are tax deductable) to allow an appropriate 
presentation and/or concert to be negotiated and delivered to our members by FARA.  In the meantime, in 
order to further our negotiations with FARA, we would like an indication of how many members would be 
interested in contributing towards supporting this venture. If we have enough interest we will ask for 
donations to the Wagner Society which will then go towards FARA on everyone’s behalf. 
 
Refer to the following for more detail about FARA:
 
Website: www.freelanceartistreliefaustralia.com
Instagram: @freelanceartistrelief
 
If you are interested please email me as soon as possible at einsaust@bigpond.net.au 
 
Thank you and regards,
 
Esteban Insausti
President
Wagner Society in NSW Inc

http://www.freelanceartistreliefaustralia.com/
mailto:einsaust@bigpond.net.au


 Jessica Harper will sing on Monday 7 September at 23:45pm our time

Australian Soprano Jessica Harper has made the live rounds of the the International Virgiljus Noreika 
Competition for Singers. Details can be found here: https://noreika.link/lt/nousr/contests/schedules?
competition_id=54&schedule=203&noothers=1  She will sing on Monday 7 September at 15:45 local time, 
which is 23:45pm for those on the East Coast of Australia.

Jess Harper graduated with First Class Honours in Classical Singing from the Australian National University 
School of music. She has been broadcast as a concert soloist and recitalist on several national radio 
stations, and has toured much of Australia as a recital performer. Jess is a founding board member of the 
Apollo Opera Collective and was was the inaugural Artist in Residence at St Andrew’s College, Sydney 
University, in 2018. She was a Young Artist with Pacific Opera and a Melba Opera Trust scholar.

In 2016 Jess won the Wagner Society German language singing prize at the Sydney Eisteddford and in 
2019 the Wagner Society approved funding to Jess for German language lessons (intensive) at Goethe 
Institut, Dresden and ten coaching sessions with Thomas Cadenbach at Semper Oper, Dresden. She 
performed at the Society’s Christmas Concert in 2016 with pianist Bradley Gilchrist.

Read more about Jess at https://jessicaharpersoprano.com/about/ 

Wagner Society NSW social media

1. Wagner Society facebook page

https://noreika.link/lt/nousr/contests/schedules?competition_id=54&schedule=203&noothers=1
https://jessicaharpersoprano.com/about/
https://www.facebook.com/WagnerNSW/


Here are a couple of recent posts on the Wagner Society NSW Facebook page:

- https://www.facebook.com/OperaQueensland/videos/337510144058177  - a link to #AnAriaADay, Bronwyn 
Douglass performs our fifth Wagner aria, ‘Dich teure Halle’ from ‘Tannhäuser’ 

- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f-5vxmMMxic - a link to Melbourne singer John Lidgerwood singing the 
"Prize Song” from Meistersinger in 1976

- https://bit.ly/34TNhb6 - a link to 'Classics Explained launches new animated series' - this animation is 
about The Ring.

2. Wagner Society NSW YouTube channel

We would love more subscribers to the channel - it’s free, anonymous and subscribers receive notifications 
about new Wagner Society videos. With 100 subscribers, we can have a more user-friendly link (instead of 
https://m.youtube.com/channel/UCpgwUznzAzNdUkP2JK1cDew )

In any case, you can just go to YouTube at https://www.youtube.com and search for Wagner Society NSW.

Here are a some recent Wagner Society videos you might like to watch:

- https://youtu.be/xfiPCBTKxcE - 'Parsifal', Prelude to Act 3, Recorded by the Berlin State Opera Orchestra, 
conductor Karl Muck, October 1928

- https://youtu.be/MXmdWRWWILw - 'Am Grabe Richard Wagners'  (At the Grave of Richard Wagner) by 
Liszt (harmonium)

- https://youtu.be/yd87u0SPvP8 - 'Siegfried Idyll’

- https://youtu.be/97Vx0pJxTu8 - 'Tristan und Isolde' Prelude

Regards from the President and Committee of Wagner Society NSW.

https://www.facebook.com/OperaQueensland/videos/337510144058177
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f-5vxmMMxic
https://bit.ly/34TNhb6
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpgwUznzAzNdUkP2JK1cDew/
https://m.youtube.com/channel/UCpgwUznzAzNdUkP2JK1cDew
https://www.youtube.com/
https://youtu.be/xfiPCBTKxcE
https://youtu.be/MXmdWRWWILw
https://youtu.be/yd87u0SPvP8
https://youtu.be/97Vx0pJxTu8


Wagner Society news, 24 June 2020 
 
Dear Wagner Society members and friends 
 
 
Opera streaming 
 
- Lohengrin - those disappointed at the cancellation of 
Lohengrin in Melbourne can watch the original 2018 Oliver Py 
production conducted by Alain Altinoglu on YouTube at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O26rWUTxKX4  or 
https://www.lamonnaie.be/en/streaming/1718-lohengrin  
Available until 30 June. 
 
- Ring Cycle from Opera North - the 2016 concert performance 
is still available on YouTube. 
 
- The Flying Dutchman from Finnish National Opera - a 
Kasper Holten production, 2016  performance, is available until 
30 September. 
 
- Parsifal from Ghent Opera Vlaanderan - the 2018 
performance is still available on YouTube. 
 
- Wagner Days: Ring Cycle, Meistersinger, Höllander and 
Tannhäuser from Mupa Budapest - is available until 27 June. 
 
 
 
Ride of the Valkyries (in isolation) on YouTube 
 
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=8yN5LhWbDh0&feature=youtu.b
e 
 
The first singer is Justine Viani (Gerhilde), who won the Wagner 
Society Prize in the Elizabeth Connell Award for Dramatic 
Sopranos. 



 
 
 
Wagner quiz: Which Wagner character said it? 
 
https://operawire.com/opera-quiz-which-wagner-character-said-
it/ 
 
 
 
Wagner masks 
 
Wagner masks (an essential part of our wardrobe these days) 
are being made by an enterprising German Wagnerian, Herr 
Frank Koch, and are available to order. If you are interested, you 
can send Herr Koch the information he needs in an email and he 
will send an invoice for the goods and the shipping costs.  Full 
details here. 
 

 
 
 



 
Some events by Wagner societies 
 
Andrea Buchanan, 4th Vice-President Richard Wagner Verband 
International, has provided the following information: 
 
- The WS Chile are doing a series of talks on Zoom.  You can 
find them listed in the events calendar on our website.  Do let 
any of your Spanish-speaking members know about this.  You 
can register to join by contacting Alejandra Kantor at 
alekantor42@gmail.com. 
 
- WS New York have resurrected their much anticipated round 
table on the Flying Dutchman which was cancelled In March.  
They have been lucky enough to engage all their original 
distinguished speakers and the event will now take place over 
two evenings. Monday June 29 and Wednesday July 1 (7-9pm 
EST, 01:00-03:00 European time and 09:00-11:00 Australian 
time).  You can find out more on our website here.  Please note 
there will be a charge of $15 for the events, payable by credit 
card. 
 
- The talks given by the WS Washington DC are available on 
YouTube.  You can find the links on their website 
https://www.wagner-dc.org/   
 
- The WS Scotland had to cancel their annual study weekend in 
September on the subject of Siegfried and have engaged their 
principal speaker, David Nice, to run the event as an online 
course in a series of 10 weekly lectures beginning 8 July.  These 
will cost £100 for the full course.  David has an excellent 
reputation as a Wagner scholar and is a lively and engaging 
presenter.  Details here. 
 
- The Wagner Museum in Bayreuth are doing an excellent 
series of short podcasts on topics of interest from their collection.  
If your German is up to it, do have a listen, they are very 



informative and interesting.  Details on their website 
https://www.wagnermuseum.de/2020/  You will have to scroll 
through all the pages to find the podcasts, they go backwards 
from No. 33 to No. 1.  There is a great deal of other information 
in the listings, thus a lot of scrolling to do, but it is worth it. 
 
- The Wagner Society of Northern California has begun a 
series of webinars on June 6th and continue with a webinar on 
June 27th 1:00 p.m. Pacific Time. The webinar is open to all 
interested Wagnerians who may contact the President at 
stuart.terri@gmail.com for a link to register. Desirée Mays will 
present the webinar: The Wagner Dynasty and Changing 
Dynasties in Bayreuth. We will endeavor to continue webinars 
through the summer and into the Fall.  
 
 
 
Wagner Society YouTube channel 
 
Two videos have been added to our fledgling YouTube channel - 
for Bass Baritone Eugene Raggio singing: 
 
-  Wotan's greeting to Valhalla from Scene 4 of Das Rheingold in 
October 2019 : https://youtu.be/zcqz0c_Beto  
  
-  Telramund's monologue from Act I, Lohengrin  in October 
2018 : https://youtu.be/h4J8m6PPMm4 
 
Eugene Raggio is also an actor, pianist, organist, conductor, 
writer, director and filmmaker. He sang in a Wagner Society in 
NSW concert (April 2018) and for the Society's Flying Dutchman 
seminar (July 2013). Eugene was given a Wagner Society grant 
to attend the Dramatic Voices Program Berlin, performing the 
role of Wotan in Das Rheingold in August 2019.  
 



 
 
 

Warm regards from the President and Committee of Wagner 
Society NSW. 

  
Website: http://wagner.org.au 

Facebook  
Youtube channel 

	



Wagner Society news, 28 May 2020 
 
Dear Wagner Society members and friends 
 
Last email’s Wagner quiz 
How	did	you	do?		Warner	Whiteford	and	Esteban	Insausti	went	straight	to	
Valhalla	in	the	Quiz.			There’ll	be	another	quiz	for	our	next	news. 
 
 
………… 
  
 
More Wagner live streaming in the coming weeks: 
Our colleagues from the Richard Wagner Verband International and 
our own researches have unearthed links to more Wagner 
performances in this time of Coronavirus: 
 
- Oper Frankfurt 
Three more Ring performances coming up - our colleague in the 
Verband wrote: “At the risk of flooding you with Rings (like buses I 
guess, none for ages then they all come at once) here is news of 
another great cycle from Oper Frankfurt available to livestream this 
coming week”.   This Frankfurt Ring is now available and will be 
available until 31 May.  Why not take a day off and watch the four 
operas?    When you click on this link, you will then need to click on 
the link at HERE ARE LOTS OF OTHER THINGS FOR YOU TO 
ENJOY to reach the four operas. 
https://oper-frankfurt.de/en/opera-frankfurt-at-home/ 
 
- Dutch National Opera 
This Ring, directed by Pierre Audi, comes highly recommended by 
those who have seen it.   (Those of us who saw Audi’s Parsifal in 
Munich in 2018 will approach with caution!   The best cast one could 
hope for – Nina Stemme, Jonas Kaufmann, Wolfgang Koch, Christian 
Gerhaher, Rene Pape – and Kirill Petrenko conducting; and yet 
unredeemable because of the appalling production.  A memorable 
summing up in the Bachtrack review: ‘widespread booing for Team 
Audi.  Perhaps locals felt they had been sold a Trabi.’)   However, 
Audi’s Ring received widespread acclaim (including from Bachtrack 
who described it as ‘a defining moment in Dutch National Opera’s 
ascent to international recognition’).    It is available until 7 June. 
https://www.operaballet.nl/en/online/opera/streaming 
 



- Budapest Wagner Days 2020 
A feast of Wagner from Mupa Budapest!   From 18 – 27 June, 
streaming of The Ring, Meistersinger, Hollander and Tannhauser.   
https://www.mupa.hu/en/events/budapest-wagner-days/budapest-
wagner-days-2020 
 
Members of the Wagner Society enjoyed the Ring in Budapest in 2019 
and enjoyed drinks with members of the cast, organized by members 
Julie and Terry Clarke.  



 
Above: from left, Marie Leech, Terry Clarke, Julie Clarke, Alan 
Hauserman, Janet Nash (photo, Marie Leech). 
 



 
Above: from left, Stuart Skelton (Siegmund), Albert Pesendorfer 
(Hunding and Hagen), Catherine Foster (Brünnhilde in Das 
Rheingold and Götterdämmerung), Robert Avery (Tour leader of the 
Habsburg Heritage Ring Tour which Julie, Terry and Marie were 
members of), Stefan Vinke (Siegfried), and Terry Clarke. In front: 
Julie Clarke. Julie and Terry were responsible for organizing a 
wonderful drinks and canapes event for the Habsburg Heritage Ring 
Tour Group with these members of the cast (photo, Marie Leech). 
 



 
Above: from left, Stefan Vinke (Siegried), Marie Leech (photo, Marie 
Leech). 
 
………… 
 
 
Ring Cycle Transcriptions - Oliver Poole (Phoenix Opus piano)  
Watch the video at https://youtu.be/XJHO5HLo-rk 



 
………… 
 
Wagner’s birthday celebrations 
- Our Society  
Sad that we couldn’t celebrate live this year as planned on 10 
March due to Covid 19 lockdown but happy some of us were able to 
meet up on Zoom on 22 May 2020 to share virtual bubbles and 
cake. More in the June Quarterly. 
 
Photos below, courtesy Marie Leech. 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



- The Richard Wagner Society of Western Australia (Inc.)  
Dear Wagner Colleagues 
Because our Society could not meet to celebrate Wagner's birthday 
this year, we chose instead to commission a local artist to perform and 
record a piece of Wagner's music so that we could all celebrate 
together, but apart, and at the same time, support a local artist.  You 
can find the performance on our website www.wagnerwa.org.au or 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xgNGQovz6Bg  I hope you enjoy 
it. Best wishes Alison  Alison Woodman President The Richard 
Wagner Society of Western Australia (Inc.) 
 
………… 
 
More to watch - on YouTube 
On the Society’s YouTube channel (a work in progress) at 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpgwUznzAzNdUkP2JK1cDew 
, you can watch the following Playlists comprising relevant YouTube 
videos:  
-  Performers supported by the Society 1/2 (36 clips) 
-  Performers supported by the Society 2/2 (2 clips sofar) 
-  Wagner’s major operas each have a playlist, comprising many of the 
videos available on YouTube. 
 
 
 Just click on the tab Playlists to see them all, then open the one you 
like: 



 
 
The first video will then appear, with the other videos in the Playlist 
listed at the top right - click on any: 

 
 
………… 



 
Warm regards from the President and Committee of Wagner Society 
NSW. 
  

Website: http://wagner.org.au 
Facebook  

Youtube channel 
	



Wagner	Society	news,	17	May	2020	
	
Dear	Members	and	Friends 
	
The	Wagner	Society	Committee	trusts	that	all	our	members	and	friends	
are	safe	and	well. 
	
Unfortunately	we	are	unable	to	announce	when	our	monthly	Sunday	
meetings	will	be	able	to	start	again.		Hopefully	by	July.	We	are	exploring	
the	possibility	of	our	scheduled	(and	cancelled)	speakers	giving	their	talks	
on	Zoom. 
	 
In	the	meantime	many	of	us	have	been	watching	the	wonderful	
broadcasts	from	the	Met	and	ROH.			Here	are	some	interesting	links	to	
performances	of	Wagner	operas;	plus	news	of	future	Ring	performances;	
and	other	Wagner	items	of	interest! 
	

	
Wagner	live	streaming	in	the	coming	weeks:	
	
Opera	North	Ring	Cycle	-	streaming	now 
The	mantra	regarding	tickets	for	this	Ring	Cycle	at	the	Southbank	Centre	
was	‘Beg,	borrow,	or	be	like	Wotan	and	steal	a	ticket	for	this	show’.		Your	
Committee	Member	tried	contacts	in	such	places	as	the	House	of	Lords	
and	business	contacts	in	London.		No	luck.		But	then,	at	the	last	minute,	
came	word	that	a	theatre	group	had	one	ticket	available	which	of	course	I	
took.		And	what	a	treat.		This	was	a	group	called	the	Feast	of	Reason,	and	
they	attended	Wagner	Operas	in	the	old	style,	with	hampers	of	wonderful	
food	for	intervals.			So	–	in	that	great	Wagner	tradition	–	organize	a	
hamper	and	enjoy	the	wonderful	Opera	North	Ring. 
https://www.operanorth.co.uk/the-ring-cycle/ 
 
		
Ring	Cycle	from	Vienna	Staatsoper	-	streaming	15,	16,	18,	19	May	-	NOTE	15	
May!! 
Enjoy	the	Ring	from	Vienna	Staatsoper	15	May	(Rheingold),	16	May	
(Walküre),	18	May	(Siegfried),	19	May	(Götterdämmerung)	(usually	
starting	around	6pm	Vienna	time,	therefore	starting	around	2am	next	day	
Sydney	time	and	available	for	24	hours).		No	time	to	lose.		Wagner	



members	attended	the	performance	in	2014	and	met	with	members	of	
the	cast	after	the	event. 
https://www.staatsoperlive.com/live 
	

	
	

Nina	Stemme	with	Society	member	Barbara	de	Rome,	Vienna	Staatsoper	
Ring	Cycle	2014.		
		
Tristan	from	Vienna	Staatsoper	-	streaming	29	May	
https://www.staatsoperlive.com/live	
		
Dutchman	from	Finnish	Opera	-	streaming	now	until	30	September 
A	Kasper	Holten	production	–	one	would	expect	therefore	a	fairly	
traditional	iteration	of	Dutchman,	but	in	fact	this	is	quite	different 
https://oopperabaletti.fi/en/stage24/the-flying-dutchman-recording/						. 
		
Parsifal	from	Ghent	Opera	Vlaanderan		-	streaming	now	

Ghent’s	Opera	Ballet	Vlaanderen	has	productions	including	2013’s	
Parsifal,	winner	of	International	Opera’s	Best	Wagner	Anniversary	
Production	(and	which	featured	250	litres	of	fake	blood!).		
https://youtu.be/tVMlAdM7rqw	



		
	

Looking	forward 
Sadly,	no	performances	in	Bayreuth	in	2020,	truly	a	twilight	of	the	Gods.			
But	we	can	look	forward	to:	the	Stefan	Herheim	Ring	in	Berlin	in	
November	2021	https://www.deutscheoperberlin.de/en_EN/zyklus-1-
der-ring-des-nibelungen	;	and	a	Barrie	Kosky	Ring	in	Covent	Garden	in	
2023	https://slippedisc.com/2020/02/scoop-barrie-kosky-to-direct-2023-
london-ring/ 
	 
		
Wagner	Quiz 
Here	is	a	short	and	simple	Wagner	Quiz	to	test	your	knowledge	of	the	
Master,	twelve	questions;	submit	answers	when	complete	at	which	point	
you	will	be	provided	with	your	result	–	not	just	your	correct	answers	but	a	
placement	in	a	Wagner	scale	of	results.		Your	Committee	Member	scored	
‘Rainbow	Bridge’	level,	but	presumably	many	members	will	go	straight	to	
Walhalla	level….	
https://www.theguardian.com/music/quiz/2013/may/22/how-well-do-
you-know-wagner-200-quiz 
	
		
		

Wagner	and	Coronavirus 
Weary	of	washing	your	hands	to	two	iterations	of	Happy	Birthday?			Try	
Wagner	instead… 
	



	
		
	

	
	



June	Quarterly 
We	are	rather	short	of	material	for	the	upcoming	June	Quarterly	as	no	
one	has	been	seeing	any	live	performances	to	write	about.	We	would	be	
really	appreciative	if	members	could	send	our	editor	a	few	sentences	
about	memorable	performances	they	have	been	watching	online.	Please	
send	to	michaeldayarchitect@gmail.com	by	1	June. 
	 
	

Wagner's	birthday 
Due	to	the	cancellation	of	last	Sunday's	meeting	we	were	unable	to	
celebrate	Wagner's	birthday	in	our	usual	way,	with	bubbles	and	cake	after	
the	meeting. 
We	propose	making	up	for	this	by	having	a	virtual	celebration	on	Zoom	
on	the	actual	anniversary	-	next	Friday	22	May	at	6.00pm. 
If	you	would	like	to	join	in	please	email	michaeldayarchitect@gmail.com	
and	Mike	will	send	you	a	link	to	log	on	just	before	6.00.	Have	your	
bubbles	and	cake	ready	and	be	prepared	to	sing	'Happy	Birthday	dear	
Richard’. 
	
	

Zoom	Committee	meeting 
The	Committee	met	via	Zoom	on	11	May.	Most	successful! 
	



 
	 
Top	row	left	to	right:	Margaret	Whealy,	Mike	Day,	Marie	Leech. 
Centre	row	left	to	right:	Lis	Bergmann,	Nick	Dorsch,	Esteban	Insausti. 
Bottom	row	left	to	right:	Alasdair	Beck,	Colleen	Chesterman	and	Florian	
Hammerbacher. 

	
	
Warm	regards	from	the	President	and	Committee	of	Wagner	Society	
NSW. 
	
Website:	http://wagner.org.au	


