
To all Wagner Society members 
 
Please note the following information which outlines radical changes for Bayreuth Festival bookings. 
 
It is important that members know that online booking has already commenced and is closing on October 
31. Closing date for postal applications is October 16. Members make direct applications for tickets, 
instead of applying to this Wagner Society for tickets that the Society obtains. 
 
Colleen Chesterman 
President 
 
Dear Sir or Madam,	

After the festival is before the festival. As announced to Horst Eggers, President of the International 
Association of the Wagner Societies (RWVI), in 2018, and outlined in the RWVI Committee Sesssion in 
August 2019, the organization of the allocation process for the ticket contingency “Tickets for Members of 
Wagner Societies” will change for the 2020 Festival.	
 	
Based on the order requests the Festival receives, this contingency will be distributed directly by the 
Festival. Therefore we ask you to please inform your members that the information “Member of the 
Richard Wagner Association” as well as the name of the respective society have to be filled out on 
your ticket request for the 2020 Bayreuth Festival.  According to the membership numbers 
communicated to us by the RWVI, our ticket office will allocate the tickets to the society members based 
on the ticket requests that were received in time. 	
 	
This enables us to process the contingency earlier, and to send invoices for successful orders already in 
late November. In addition, members of Richard Wagner societies who receive tickets for Bayreuth can 
therefore take care of travel and accommodation arrangements in Bayreuth at an early stage.	
 	
For the Festival 2020, tickets for all performances and for all price categories can be ordered, since the 
new process omits the prior commitment to certain seats in certain price categories. Therefore, the 
members have the opportunity within the ticket contingency of the Wagner societies to organize their 
individual stay in Bayreuth based on their personal schedule. This also proves to be an advantage for the 
processing, since our tickets have to be personalized with the name of the respective user of the ticket.	
 	
In 2020, the Scholarship Days take place from August 20 to 22, and the Stipendiatenkonzert is scheduled 
for August 23, 2020. By the end of September, mentors to the Stipendiaten (and members of the RWVI 
Committee) will receive a separate order form for performances during the Scholarship Days 
(Tannhäuser, Siegfried, Meistersinger).	
 	
As always with changes of existing structures, there could be flaws in the first year. We already ask for 
your understanding should imperfections occur, we will certainly improve our order process in the 
following years. 	
 	
We also want to inform you about a special concert during the 2020 Festival. On August 30, 2020, the 
Bayreuth Festival Orchestra and the Festival Chorus will present Ludwig van Beethoven’s Symphony No. 
9 conducted by Marek Janowski. The Bayreuther Festspiele will provide a portion of the revenue from the 
price categories 1 to 6 to the Richard-Wagner-Scholarship Foundation in order to secure the future of the 
Foundation. Wagner Societies can order larger amount of tickets for the concert, also for group tours. You 
will receive a separate letter with an order form following our holidays in September.	
 	
Kind regards from Bayreuth 
Holger von Berg 
Geschäftsführender Direktor	


